Thank you for your interest in Head Start.

Head Start and Early Head Start are comprehensive child development programs that serve children from birth to age 5, pregnant women, and their families. They are child-focused programs and have the overall goal of increasing the school readiness of young children in low-income families.

The federal government welcomes and encourages the participation of faith-based organizations in many programs, including Head Start. We put together this packet of information to introduce you to Head Start and to provide you with information that you can use to compete for federal funds, should you choose to do so.

Enclosed are several documents that describe how faith-based organizations can work together with the federal government to provide services to our nation’s low-income families.  “Guidance to Faith-Based and Community Organizations on Partnering with the Federal Government,” provides an overview of the interaction between the federal government and faith-based organizations. Through a series of questions and answers, this document provides an overview of the grants process, and describes appropriate practices for faith-based grant recipients. There are also flyers that announce White House initiatives designed to ensure that faith-based organizations are treated fairly in the federal grants process.

In addition, we are providing you a copy of Head Start Program Performance Standards and Other Regulations. The Performance Standards are designed to ensure that the Head Start goals and objectives are implemented successfully, that the Head Start philosophy continues to thrive, and that all grantee and delegate agencies maintain the highest possible quality in the provision of Head Start services.

The Head Start Information & Publication Center (HSIPC) maintains several e-mail alert services to keep subscribers informed of the latest developments affecting the Head Start community delivered right to your desktop. The Federal Register Alert service provides access to Federal Register notices of interest to the Head Start community as they are published in the Federal Register.  HSIPC’s IM/PI Alert provides notifies subscribers via e-mail whenever the Head Start Bureau issues an Information Memorandum or Program Instruction. Also, the What’s New Alert informs subscribers of the release of Information Memoranda, Program Instructions, new publications, new funding opportunities and other important developments.

We are also enclosing a list of faith-based Head Start grantee organizations that currently offer Head Start services in their communities.

Thank you again for your interest in Head Start. Please contact the Head Start Information & Publication Center for assistance, toll-free, 1-866-763-6481.

Sincerely,

Windy M. Hill, Associate Commissioner 

Head Start Bureau

Enclosures

