NEIGHBORHOOD PROPERTY

ANALYSIS

Objective:

Intended Use:

Audience:

nance and blight reduction.

Outcomes:

Context:

individual and family functioning.

To identify the exterior aspects of residential properties contributing to neighborhood
deterioration and to use that data to create improvement plans

This tool can be used by local residents or community workers to identify blighted
housing stock in neighborhoods. The results of a property-by-property assessment will
provide a snapshot of the level of physical deterioration within a neighborhood and
serve as a guide for prioritizing properties for improvement.

¢ This information is useful for neighborhood groups working to improve the overall
quality of housing in their area. The data can also help a neighborhood revitalization
project determine which properties pose health and safety risks for children and fami-
lies. The data then serve as a baseline to measure improvements in property mainte-

* Problem properties are identified for neighborhood improvement efforts
¢ A data bank is created for prioritizing property maintenance and blight reduction

Neighborhoods that suffer from blight or have substandard housing with exterior
problems are magnets for crime. They may also have high levels of social disorganiza-
tion or social isolation of residents. Improving problem property sends a signal that
people care about their neighborhood. Communities where residents invest in their
environment see reductions in crime, as well as renewed pride and commitment to
maintaining improvements. Neighborhoods on the mend offer children and families
safer, cleaner and more hospitable environments to live and play, resulting in improved

Families deserve safe neighborhoods. They want
places where their children can play without fear.
They need adequate services. And they want
neighborhoods that are free from blight. While
people have a right to this kind of environment,
they usually don’t know how to make it happen.
The Neighborhood Property Analysis is a
tool that allows for a rating of each property in a
target neighborhood. The tool measures these
aspects of residential property:
e trash and debris
e problem vehicles

e [andscaping and fences
e detached structures, such as carports
e family dwellings

It is best to implement the property assess-
ment process in the context of a broader, careful-
ly planned, neighborhood revitalization. The
information yielded by the assessment shows
which properties have the most problems. It is
essential to feed this information back to commu-
nity members in a way that allows them to vol-
untarily make necessary changes. However, in

every neighborhood there are a few property
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owners who are unwilling to make necessary
improvements. If the problems violate the local
municipal code, then Code Enforcement can
work with the property owner. But again, every
effort should be made to offer incentives and
resources to assist owners to make needed
improvements.

As the process progresses, problems are iden-
tified and corrected. Then, other positive things
may happen. Residents interact more, children
come outside to play, crime and violence begin
to dissipate, and residents seem more engaged in

supporting the neighborhood.

The Process

The process of collecting the data is not com-
plex. Individuals who will be working property to
property should be trained to “see” the problems
listed on the assessment form. If multiple people
collect the information, they should complete an
assessment on a test house in order to compare
their results as individuals sometimes see the
same property differently. The person doing the
assessment observes and documents problems in
each of five categories. Each issue has a value of
1 through 10. Items with a 3 are considered seri-
ous problems that require immediate attention,
while items with a 10 rating require the notifica-
tion of the proper authorities.

Once information is collected, the data can
be used in many ways. Information can be used
one-on-one with residents to develop a property
improvement plan or it can be used as the basis of
a community meeting to look at cross-neighbor-
hood results. The goal is to use the information to
help residents improve their property and create a

safe and healthy neighborhood environment.

POINTERS:

® The process should be used to document prop-
erty conditions and move neighborhood improve-
ment forward

e Be sure to educate residents about the benefits
of the process

¢ Use the data to determine which properties

need immediate attention and which can wait
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