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I. Introduction and key concepts 

Opening Questions: 

 What are the languages and dialects spoken by the families in your 

program? 

 What are some of the cross-cultural traditions in the community you 

serve? 

 Why are personal stories about language and identity important to 

families? 

 What is valuable about learning with and from people whose cultural 

backgrounds are different than your own? 

 

Take Aways:  

 People can create new musical forms through cultural exchange. 

 Sharing personal stories affirm people’s ties to their cultural identity. 

 We can find messages of hope, peace and inclusion in musical traditions 

of many cultures.
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II. Interactive Storytelling: Examples and Techniques 

Opening Questions: 

 What are some strategies you can use to actively engage children in oral 

storytelling? 

 What kind of information can children learn when you retell a story? 

 What is the value of storytelling for children who are dual language 

learners? 

 How can storytelling and oral traditions be used to support diverse home 

languages in Head Start programs?  

 How can families and community members be included in your 

educational program?  

 

Take Aways: 

 Asking children to anticipate and repeat key words during stories is one 

way to engage them. 

 Asking children to visualize a word stimulates their imaginations and 

engages them in storytelling. 

 By sparking children’s imaginations, storytelling can be a shared 

experience even when children speak different languages.  

 Families can be invited to share the stories and songs from their cultural 

traditions.
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III. Folkgames: Guided Play and Community-Building 

Opening Questions: 

 What activities can you use to involve all the children when they speak 

many different languages? 

 What can children learn through playing traditional games? 

 What multilingual resources are available for teachers who work with 

children who are dual language learners? 

 

Take Aways: 

 Games, like storytelling sessions, engage all children even when they 

speak different languages.  

 Families and staff in your program can be resources for multicultural 

games and songs.   

 Web sites such as FEAST: Folklore Education and Storytelling for Teachers 

offer resources for educators (http://www.bankstreet.edu/gs/feast.html). 
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IV. Building Blocks for Early Literacy: Culturally Responsive Techniques  

and Resources 

Opening Questions: 

 What are the criteria for selecting folktales that are picture books? 

 What guidelines and resources for selecting multicultural and 

multilingual children’s literature are available? 

 How can music promote language development? 

 How many different ways can you use songs during transitions? 

 

Take Aways: 

 Select folktales in picture book form where the illustrations capture the 

cultural context. 

 Echo patterns in music build children’s language and listening skills, and 

so do question and answer patterns.   

 Establishing rituals, like call and response patterns, with children are 

useful to announce transitions for a storytelling session.  
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Here are some resources we used in preparing the sessions and Webcast: 
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