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Underlying  Approach and Values 
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• Culture
‐ Humility

‐ Collectivism & Individualism

• Partnerships vs. Relationships

• Parent Engagement 
‐ Beyond the “Taco/Bake Sell” Engagement

‐ Integrated Strength Engagement
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Community Investment in 
Childrens’ Success

• Why Community Partnerships?

• Types of Partnerships
‐ Schools

‐ Faith‐based

‐ Business

‐ Community organizations

• How do you know it’s working?
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Continuum of Partnership

Who are our parent 
communities?
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What does engagement 
mean to our parents?

In our culture, you send the kids to school and they 
are the school’s responsibility … The first thing the 
mother will ask me is, “What is ]the teacher] 
complaining for?  Isn’t that her job?  Isn’t she the 
one who is supposed to fix the child?  Why is she 
telling me?”
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Nderu, E.N. (2005).  Parental Involvement in Education: A Qualitative 
Study of Somali Immigrants in the Twin Cities Area.”

What does engagement 
mean to early 

education?
We now know the old 
“head count parent 
involvement” approach 
doesn’t work –
engagement is not just 
about parents showing 
up at school!

Family engagement is:*

*National PTA

•A shared responsibility
•Cradle to career
•Across contexts 
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What Works?

• Relationship, relationship, relationship

• Listening, building trust, and learning each 
others’ languages

• Focusing on common goals and strengths

• Collaborative creative problem solving

• Persistence, step‐by‐step

• Identifying/sustaining points of connection
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Coming Full Circle
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Discussion
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