
TOOLS FOR TEACHERS
SCIENCE KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS

SCIENCE BOOKS FOR PRESCHOOL

Title/author Description Life Earth Physical Practices Non-
fiction Fiction

The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle A seed becomes a 
flower. 4 4

Pancakes, Pancakes!  
by Eric Carle

A boy gathers 
ingredients to make a 
big pancake.

4 4

A House for Hermit Crab  
by Eric Carle

A hermit crab who has 
outgrown his old shell 
moves into a new one.

4 4 4

The Very Hungry Caterpillar 
(La oruga muy hambrienta) 
by Eric Carle

A hungry caterpillar 
grows into a beautiful 
butterfly.

4 4

Little Blue and Little Yellow 
by Leo Lionni

A little blue spot and a 
little yellow spot are best 
friends, and when they 
hug each other they 
become green.

4 4

Fish is Fish by Leo Lionni
A minnow and tadpole 
grow up. 4 4 4

Commotion in the Ocean 
by Giles Andreae

Creatures who live in 
and around the ocean 
come alive in rhymes.

4 4 4

Rumble in the Jungle  
by Giles Andreae

Creatures who live in 
and around the jungle 
come alive in rhymes.

4 4 4

The Snowy Day (Un día de 
nieve) by Ezra Jack Keats

A boy explores snow. 4 4 4

Diary of a Worm  
by Doreen Cronin

A worm moves through 
his day. 4 4

Are You an Ant?  
by Judy Allen and Tudor 
Humphries

Follow the life of an 
everyday ant. 4 4
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Title/author Description Life Earth Physical Practices Non-
fiction Fiction

Are You a Butterfly?  
by Judy Allen and Tudor 
Humphries

Follow the activities of a 
butterfly. 4 4

Garden Wigglers: 
Earthworms in Your 
Backyard by Nancy 
Loewen

Learn the physical 
characteristics, life 
cycle, and behavior of 
earthworms.

4 4 4

Ten Little Caterpillars  
by Bill Martin Jr.

Ten little caterpillars are 
out in the world. 4 4

Planting a Rainbow 
(Cómo plantar un arco iris) 
by Lois Ehlert

A child and her mom 
plant bulbs, seeds, and 
seedlings and nurture 
their growth.

4 4

Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf  
by Lois Ehlert

Learn about the life of  
a tree. 4 4

Dem Bones (Tus huesos)  
by Bob Barner

The African-American 
spiritual is accompanied 
by informative “bone 
facts.” 

4 4

Time to Sleep  
by Denise Fleming

Bear tells his friends that 
winter is coming. 4 4 4

Red-eyed Tree Frog  
by Joy Cowley

In a tropical rain forest in 
Central America, a red-
eyed tree frog spends 
the night looking for 
food while avoiding 
potential predators.

4 4

Chameleon, Chameleon  
by Joy Cowley

Learn about the daily life 
of a chameleon. 4 4

Actual Size (Tamaño real)  
by Steve Jenkins

Seeing is believing as 
animals are shown at 
their actual size.

4 4 4

Rocks: Hard, Soft, Smooth, 
and Rough (Las rocas: 
Duras, blandas, lisas y 
ásperas) by Natalie M. 
Rosinsky

Rocks can be grouped 
as igneous, sedimentary, 
and metamorphic.

4 4
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Seasons on the Farm by 
Jane Miller

Learn about farm life 
throughout the seasons. 4 4

The Big Snow  
by Berta and Elmer Hader

Woodland animals are 
all getting ready for 
winter.

4 4

What Is a Scientist?  
by Barbara Lehn

Children engage in 
various activities that 
show the scientific 
process.

4 4

My Five Senses (Mis cinco 
sentidos) by Aliki

Use your senses to make 
discoveries. 4 4

Motion: Push and Pull,  
Fast and Slow (El 
movimiento: Tira y empuja, 
rápido y despacio) by 
Darlene R. Stille

Explore the concepts 
of motion: movement, 
speed, force, and inertia.

4 4

Elmer’s Weather (Elmer y el 
tiempo) by David McKee

Elmer the elephant 
encounters different 
weather conditions.

4 4

Jump Into Science: Dirt 
by National Geographic 
Learning

What is soil? Who lives in 
dirt? How does the Earth 
help things grow?

4 4

Jump Into Science:  
Rocks and Minerals  
by Steve Tomecek	

The Earth has a variety of 
rocks and minerals, and 
people transform them 
into usable materials.

4 4

Change It!: Solids, Liquids, 
Gases and You by Adrienne 
Mason

Learn about states of 
matter—solids, liquids 
and gases.

4 4

Moon Bear’s Shadow by 
Frank Asch

Moon Bear explores 
how light and objects 
make shadows.

4 4
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Gilberto and the Wind 
(Gilberto y el viento)  
by Marie Hall Etts

A boy uses his senses 
to experience and play 
with the wind.

4 4

How to Dig a Hole to the 
Other Side of the World  
by Faith McNulty

A boy takes an 
imaginary journey 
through the center of 
the earth to find out 
what is inside.

4 4

What Do Wheels Do All 
Day? (¿Qué hacen las 
ruedas todo el día?)  
by April Jones Prince

Wheels are used for all 
kinds of activities. 4 4




