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Danette Estes: Good morning, my name is Danette Estes. I'm a parent of a five-year-old that attends Gila River Indian 
Community Head Start. I'm here today to tell you about my Head Start story and how I became involved. My daughter 
attends the Gila River Indian Community Head Start in District 6 in Laveen, Arizona. We -- I became a parent -- 
involved in the Parent Committee last year. This is my first -- my second year in Head Start. I also am Policy chair this 
year. I became involved as a -- as a Head Start parent. As my daughter attended, I became the treasurer for the Head 
Start Parent Committee. I also am the chairperson for the Policy Council. 

My first year as a Head Start parent, I became involved with the Committee and I was -- we did a lot of fundraising, 
and we went out into the community where we live, fundraised. We asked, you know, parents to come in and be more 
involved with this as the school year went by. My child is very active in the school. She loves to go to the Head Start. 
She enjoys being there with other children. She -- she is able to socialize better now as her second year. She's learned a 
lot; she's come a long way. 

She's -- the teachers were really excited to hear her -- her vocabulary is very extensive and they had commented her 
on how her vocabulary really improved -- the children's vocabulary as the years -- as the school year had gone by. My 
-- I'm really fortunate that we have a great center and a very, very great director, who is Pat Foster. She became our 
mentor. She enrolled us in a Substitute Institute class for six weeks. As the six weeks went by, she showed us 
everything from bringing the kids in to sending them home, giving them their meals, checking their everyday -- 
everyday activities, what's going on with them at home, as well as at school. 

We -- as that went by, we -- we got involved more. We were able to get our Substitute Institute Certificates, where we 
now go into the classrooms and become more interactive with the children. So, from there, we all went down -- we all 
-- we all go to one center. We have four different centers in our community. We go down to District 6; that's where I 
am from. As we take -- she's enrolled us in CDA classes to become teacher's assistants, and it's really great. And what 
I like about it is we have fathers that are involved. We have more -- we have more fathers. And that's what we want, 
fathers to become involved in their children's' daily school life, and it starts out at Head Start. 

Pat Foster was really great. When I first started Head Start, I was just a stay-at-home mom. I didn't really do much and 
I really wasn't involved. As the school year went by, I became more involved, I started learning more about how the 
school operates and why the teachers do the things they do with the children. As time went by, it helped me develop 
into a better parent. They showed me how to become -- redirect my child and discipline and teach her how to be able 
to voice her opinions and say that -- you know, say the right things to people. She also learned how to use her color 
skills, writing skills. She learned new shapes, numbers. 

They also -- we also teach culture. We teach the O'odham language. We also teach Piipaash, because in our community 
-- we have Piipaash in our District. And she -- she says "je'eh, je'eh, je'eh" and that means "mom." She calls me je'eh 
all the time at home. And it's really great because, you know, as a child growing up, I didn't know my O'odham 
language, and it's good that they're integrating that into the school system now. They know their numbers; they learn 
colors, they learn -- know how to just say various things. 

We're also doing culture. They learn dances; they learn songs. They also do -- they knew -- they learn native foods, as 
well. So that's really good. I enjoy being with Head Start, and if it wasn't for Head Start, I wouldn't be where I am 
now. It's become a positive role model in my life and I really enjoy it. And, you know -- you know, I never knew that 
Head Start would bring me this far to where I'm at now, and I really enjoy it. I thank everybody in the Head Start 
programs for opening it up to parents as the years go by. 
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