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Eduardo Javier: Hi, it's a pleasure to meet -- to be here. My name is Eduardo Javier. I'm from Mexico, but I -- my kids 
are involving -- [inaudible] in America, now in the Head Start program in North Hollywood. So, I started involving 
this program when my wife and I saw that we need help. So we went to the place, but they told us they were full, so 
we spend, like, about two or three months, I think, and then finally they call us and we were very happy. In the first 
weeks, my kids were very happy, and they -- when they came to -- to our house, that they told us that they were 
happy, they liked school. 

So we started getting involved because the -- the Head Start program has many activities for doing at home. So when 
we get home, we start talking to our kids, talking about what they saw at the school. So then we get involved every 
single day with our talking about what -- what they saw at the school, so we talk a lot. So, in house it helped us to be 
involved in their life, and it has been a very, very good help for us. 

And also, my kids -- especially the older one -- when he left the Head Start program, he went to the kindergarten. And 
it's a very, very nice moment when he went to the kindergarten, and they -- that first month, he... The -- the first month 
when he went to the school, he came home and they gave us a letter saying that -- that he was elected to be the student 
of the month. It was a very, very, very nice moment because the teacher that he used to have -- teacher [inaudible] had 
-- she was a wonderful teacher, and she was working hard with my kid. And so I am very, very thankful with that, 
both to America and the Head Start program, because they have helped us a lot, a lot. 

So I am very happy, and I encourage all the parents to be involved in their kids' lives because this is the only way how 
we can keep our kids very close. And I like the thing that we can stay at the school helping as volunteers, and in that 
way we can participate with our kids, also. And they see that we are working hard, we are together, and we can -- even 
at the school -- to be together, and it's a nice experience. 

Well, I think we can tell them.. Even I have talked to many parents I know about this program, because it works, it 
really works. When my kids went -- my -- my older kid went to kindergarten, he already knew letters, he already 
knew many things that many kids at his age that were not in a Head Start program -- they didn't know, so I'm very 
proud. So when I talk to other parents about Head Start program, I tell them what -- that it works, it really works, and 
it helps our kids to be more -- more motivated. 

Their -- I mean, their -- their self-esteem is growing, so it helps a lot. It helps -- it helps a lot. I have a kid -- my other 
kid, he was very shy and now he's -- he's getting better. And I think, to be in relationship with the other kids, they're 
supposed to -- with other kids -- it helps a lot. So, especially in my... I think it's one of the best programs I've ever 
known. 

Well, I have seen now that I -- it... I love my kids, and I love other kids, also, because I -- I like kids. I come from a 
family with -- we were seven, so it was hard for my parents to give us the -- the quality time we required. So, when I -
- now, I have two kids, and I take my time to be with them. And this program have helped us, my wife and I, that we -
- we can bless our time growing with them. And now I know that I like kids, I like the program, and I -- I want to be a 
family advocate, because I think that is the only way we can help other people. 

And to see many people happy about something you're doing for them is a reward for us. So, when I help somebody at 
the school, when I tell them that they can work together, I think that's the best thing that you can feel. It doesn't -- it is 
not rewarded with money; you are rewarded -- rewarded in your heart. 
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