
Lillian Sugarman: We welcome Amanda Bryans to share with you some final thoughts and if I don't get to stand here 
again this afternoon I want to wish you all safe travels and I hope to see you again in the future. Thank you so much 
for coming and being wonderful guests. [Applause]

Amanda Bryans: Thank you, Lilian. I want to add to the thanks that you've already given to the early head start 
national resource center staff. Our most profound thanks to you for your tireless effort in leading us forward in making 
sure this work got done and that we would provide the state-of-the-art conference about improving services to infants 
and toddlers, the one that we have come to expect.

You have once again delivered and how you keep getting better and better every year, we don't know, but more than 
ever, you've got to keep on doing it. Thank you, Lillian, to you and to all the staff. [Applause] You have to forgive me, 
I am feeling a little bit shaky here. I found myself sitting at a table with Mary Ann Wright Edelman who is one of the 
inspirations of my life and my career in early childhood education. [Applause]  That wasn't her introduction. I wasn't 
even supposed to mention her, but I am really a little shaky. [Laughter]

I wanted to say to you thank you. Thank you for the work that you do every day. Thank you for the work you've done 
every day in particular over the last eight years when you haven't been able to get any funding increase when we know 
the cost of health insurance has gone up. We know that your occupancy costs have gone up. We know that you were 
paying at one point more than $4 a gallon for gasoline and more money than ever for heating fuel.

Thank you for every day being there, doing what you do to take care of children and families in the United States of 
America. [Applause] We are at an incredible time in history. We are going to nearly double the size of early head start 
during the next six months. [Cheers and applause] Those of you who have been providing programs to infants and 
toddlers and pregnant women and their families, we need you so much. We need you just to keep doing the work you 
do with the families that you're currently serving.

We need you to provide services to more children as you expand. We need you to coach, mentor and help us oversee 
the brand new early head start programs who have not done this work before. They are going to need help. They are 
going to need help to understand and recognize the unique needs of infants and toddlers and their family, and they're 
going to need help from people who have done the work before.

As much as I'm acknowledging that we've asked to you do more than is possible with two few resources, I am asking 
to you do more, but I know you can do it. I have refrained from telling any stories about my daughter all week, so I 
have two little short ones. The first one is related to, you know, Sunday was Father's Day. Alexis and her father have a 
very close relationship. It's unique and she's showing signs of sharing his sense of humor.

To give you just an example, recently she was at the playground with him and she started playing with a little boy. She 
was having a lot of fun with him and his father was there, too. So Alexis grabbed my husband by the hand and pulled 
him over to this little boy's father and said, very proudly this is my dad, by way of introduction. Then she stood back 
for a moment and kind of looked up at him perhaps a bit critically and said, him doesn't have much hair. [Laughter]

The reason I brought that story up was that I think that one of the themes not just throughout this week but throughout 
all of our work in early head start going back to its origins have been the importance of relationships, the centrality of 
relationships, the recognition that the foundation that you're providing for children's physical development,...

... their emotional and social and cognitive development, their health, what they're beginning to learn about the 
rudiments of science and mathematics, the beginning opportunity to play and do dramatic play and to experience and 
develop abstract thought and critical thinking, it's all rooted in relationships, right? We've known that. We continue to 
know it. We hold it close, again, more than ever, you've got to be able to articulate it, think about it, live it.

We are not wanting to push down the K-12 curriculum to infants and toddlers. So you have to know how what you do-



- [Applause] With relationships is giving children opportunities so that they are going to become the scientists and the 
mathematician and the inventors that the country will need to stay competitive in our global economy. We always talk 
about business with people who might not understand and then they start to get it but we know it's bigger than 
business. We have to do whatever it takes.

You have a sacred trust. You're the right people to do it. You'll go with all the confidence of the people of-- in 
Washington. I don't know how much that really means. [Laughter] Go forth, keep doing the work. I wanted to finish 
with one more short story about Alexis. She has-- she loves families and she organizes everything into families, and 
she recently told me, she said, you know, mommy, the stars are the  moon's family and the sun is the moon's friend.

So I think when we think about our young children, think about the constellations that surround them. See yourselves 
as part of those constellations. We are part of their community of friends and families. We'll hold them up. They will 
go forth and lead the world. Thank you. [Applause]Lillian Sugarman: I think it's my attraction to this mic. I came back 
sooner than I thought I was going to do anyway, I do want to take the pleasure, please, of introducing Victoria Prieto 
to you who will introduce Dr. Edelman to us.

Victoria has been the chair for the Birth To Three Institute and has been very quiet all this week just working and not 
being in front of you, but now she's going to come up and please give her a round of applause as she does come up 
and I think that because Victoria works so hard to get Dr. Edelman to come, we wanted her to have the honor of 
introducing her so please come up, Victoria, now so that everyone can meet you and you can have the honors of 
introducing Dr. Edelman. [Cheers and Applause]

Victoria Prieto: I give privilege to come before you today to introduce our closing plenary speaker Mary Ann Wright 
Edelman.  Every year for the last 13 years we have come to Birth to Three seeking to enhance our knowledge about 
early childhood development and to focus on ways to improve the outcomes for all infant and toddlers.  

But,to do well by children we must first do well by the adults who care for them.  The recognition of the cruitial role 
that we all play in the life of young children and of the much need strength to carry on with the rewarding but 
challenging day to day work with children we turn to Mary Ann Wright Edleman to lead us. 

She joins us today, to inspire us and to celebrate our work.  What a trajectory she's had.  For forty years, Dr. Edleman 
has worked persisently on behalf of those who are too young to speak for themselves and who are often too 
marginalized to be noticed.  Her advocacy for quality early childhood education, such as our own Head Start and other 
Federal programs for 

low-income children has been a testimony to her commitment to a better future for all. In the mid 60's when America 
was being transformed by this struggle of African-American's for self determination and social justice, Mary Ann 
Wright Edleman was the first African-American woman to be admitted to the Mississippi bar, following her legal 
education at Harvard Law School.[Applause]

Victoria Prieto: In 1968, she moved to Washington, D.C. as counsel for the Poor People's Campaign that Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. began organizing before his untimely death. Through her tireless advocacy, she founded the Children's 
Defense Fund in 1973. It is the United States' strongest independent voice for children and families. Under Dr. 
Edelman's leadership, the children's defense fund has grown into an organization whose impact is felt around the 
world.

All of you here today have brought to the Birth To Three institute the voices of the children in your care and all of you 
have inspiring and transformational stories to tell about them and their families. Take the word back to them that they 
are not alone, that their efforts to give their children a better future have Mary Ann Wright Edleman's voice to speak 
for them and her voice on her behalf is clear and strong. As she has said, if we don't stand up for children, then we 
don't stand up for much.

In her book, The Measure Of Our Success, A Letter To My Children And Yours, Marian Wright Edleman eloquently 
reflects upon the convictions instilled in her own childhood and draws on her own experience as a parent the dreams 



and challenges, the worries, the hopes, and the joys that come with being a parent. It was this book and its 25 lessons 
for life that inspired me to carry them along to my son and daughter. They and their experiences, in turn, remind me 
why we do what we do for all children.

We all have personal reminders in our lives. As I reflect on the powerful influence of our speaker today I remember 
that exactly a year ago today and at this hour, I lost my mother. She exemplified of how over a lifetime we can 
discover our best abilities and gifts and ultimately reflect the rainbow of all our experiences. She was a powerful 
influence in my life and that of others. I am indebted to my mother as I am indebted to all the women in the world 
who like Mary Ann Wright Edelman dedicate their lives to improve the life of others.

Dr. Edelman, your life, your career, your vision and your leadership are sources of inspiration to thousands of others. 
We are grateful, honored and privileged to welcome you today. Thank you. [Applause]

Dr. Edelman: I was very moved by Victoria's introduction. I lost my mother almost 25 years ago and I still pick up the 
phone to call her and it's not a replaceable loss, but thank you for that wonderful introduction. I'm honored to be here 
to thank the leadership and to thank all of you for your work.

You got still more work to do and the hard work now begins because in this best and worst of times, this is our 
moment to build that phase of the next movement that is going to make sure that every child has a healthy and fair and 
safe start in Head Start and life and so get ready for the movement because we need it. It's not going to happen unless 
we keep going.

We got a terrific new leader but you know, unless we build the outside voice for children in this time of global 
warming, two or three wars, I mean, the president has got his hands full and our job is to make sure that children do 
not get left behind and we have got to keep children on his lap, too. So that that is our job so movement time. 
[Applause]

We have for so many of our children-- before I go into the speech, I want to say that the children defense fund is 
getting back into early childhood development. We always been in it. We started with Head Start.

Out of protecting Head Start was one of the driving impetuses in Mississippi when the state tried to destoy it and it 
gave birth to us and we got very much involved in child care and Head Start and early childhood development, and 
then we began to take our advocacy more to the state and local level and national level went south but now we're 
getting back in full sweep.

And I want to just tell you that as of July 1st, I don't know if any of you know them, but Dr. Kathy Grace who is the 
head of Child Care Institute of Mississippi State will become our new early childhood development person and Dr. 
Burt Lohme, the Superintendent of Franklin County Schools in North Carolina who worked with CDF 25 years ago, in 
our last chance school here.

He was our first principal and executive director of City Lights which was our last, last chance school for seriously 
emotionally disturbed adolescents is coming back as our director of education because we wanted people out of the 
beltway who knew how to operational policy and knew where every dime was because as we develop policies at this 
moment of great opportunity we would have people who knew how that would impact children in their homes, 
classrooms, in their communities and schools.

And so Dr. Kathy Grace, Dr. Burt Lohm, and so I do hope and look forward to all of our working together as we try to 
build this next phase of comprehensive, high-quality investment in all of our children because we have pushed so 
many of our children into the tumultuous sea of life in very small and leaky boats without survival gear and compass, 
and I hope that God's going to forgive us.

I hope they're going to forgive us, and I hope that all of us are going to commit anew, even as hard as we work to 
giving all of our children the anchors of faith and love, the rudder of hope, the sails of health and education and the 
strong early childhood beginning and the paddles of family and community to keep them safe and strong.



And that's what you have been doing so that they will not be overturned when life's sea gets very rough as it inevitably 
will, but we got to get them born healthy and then we got to get them really getting what they need in those first three 
years of life and then we got to make sure that they go all the way to adulthood, adolescents to adulthood and one of 
the things that we have to keep saying is that the children don't come in pieces.

They come in families. Families come in communities, communities are affected by the policies and we have got to --  
[Applause] To address the whole child and while I talk about a lot of the problems today, I'm going to talk about 
America's sixth child and the cradle to prison pipe line which is the children's defense fund overarching concern over 
the next five or ten years or for as long as it takes. I just want to affirm that we have got a lot done over the last 40 
years. It has not been an easy 40 years.

There's a framework of laws, child care has been expanded. Though the perfect child development act of 1971 which 
we drafted, you know, Nixon vetoed, became the Childhood Block Grant which was not half as good, but one of these 
days we will get back to those original policies but millions of children have gotten child care.

Millions of more children got into Head Start and the budget has increased and early head start has always been-- I 
can't believe that only 3 percent of early Head Start children despite all we know about zero to three and early brain 
development, only three percent of our eligible children have been getting and I'm pleased about the new investments 
that the president's made in his budget and stimulus package and we have got to make sure that money is used well, 
that it is of high quality. [Applause]

So that we can make the case for 100 percent of children who are eligible for early Head Start and for Head Start 
getting it, and let me just say one of my little scolding pieces. It is time for us as we go forward now because we have 
an unprecedented opportunity to put together that high quality, creative, early childhood system that is going to work 
for children and for families. It's not about us. It's not about Early Head Start versus Head Start or Head Start versus 
child care or child care versus preschool or preschool versus after school.

We got to talk to each other and keep in mind that our job is to create that system that's going to work for all children, 
all families and be of high quality so let's each of us commit to getting ourselves out of the way and getting our 
organizations out of the way [Applause] and putting children first and hopefully if we do that, we will have the voice 
for the right kinds of investments that will not allow us to always have to compete for very small pot.

So as we go forward, I wanted to, again, thank you  for your commitment and your work and I think the next five, 
eight, ten years are going to be very, very exciting.

The day after Dr. King was assassinated there arose all over country riots of despair and  hopelessness and here in the 
District of Columbia we had our worst sets of riots and I went out to the public schools to tell children not to riot and 
loot and ruin their future and a little boy about 12 and said looking me straight in the eye and said, lady, what future, I 
ain't got no future, I ain't got nothing to lose, and I spent the last 40 years trying to prove that boy's truth wrong.

Now when Dr. King was assassinated we had 11 million children and we made progress but today, we have 13.3 
million children and that's before the new children that have been fallen into poverty, extreme poverty from the 
recession have been counted and we've got to have a new campaign or a new crusade to end child poverty in this 
country and your piece is a part of that.

The day he was assassinated Dr. King called his mother in Memphis and told her his title for the next Sunday sermon, 
and that title was America Is Going To Go To Hell, and he says America is going to go to hell if we don't use her vast 
resources to end poverty and to make it possible for all of God's children to have the basic necessities of life and for all 
of us who are working in these areas with children we got to realize it is not a job.

It's a calling and we've got to act as if it's a calling and a mission, and we've got to do whatever it takes for as long as 
it takes to give every child hope and to give every child what God intends to realize their full potential. Now imagine 
God -- [Applause] Imagine God visiting our very wealthy nation, blessed with six children. Five of them have enough 



to eat and comfortable, warm rooms in which to sleep. One doesn't.

She's often hungry and cold and on some nights she sleeps on the street or in a shelter and even be taken away from 
her neglectful family and placed in foster care or group homes with strangers. Imagine this rich family giving five of 
its children nourishing meals three times a day, snacks to fuel boundless child energy but sending the sixth child from 
the table and to school hungry with only one or two meals and never the dessert the other children enjoy.

Imagine God visiting this very wealthy family, making sure that five of its children get all of their shots, regular health 
checkups before they get sick and immediate access to healthcare when illness strikes, but ignoring the sixth child who 
is plagued by chronic respiratory infections, toothaches that are painful but sometimes abscess and kill for lack of a 
doctor or dentist. We lost the Amanti driver about a year ago from Prince Georges county. Got a toothache, toothache 
abscessed.

His mother tried 26 dentists and couldn't get any of them to take him and by the time the child was rushed to 
Children's Hospital and had two operations, the abscess infected his brain. $250,000 later in taxpayer money and two 
operations later this boy died. Children should not die from dental abscesses in the United States of America and we 
got to change that. [Applause]

Imagine this family sending five children to good stimulating preschools and making sure that they have music and 
swimming lessons after school but sending that sixth child to unsafe day care with untrained caregivers responsible for 
too many children or leaving her occasionally with accommodating relative or a neighbor or an older sibling or even 
alone.

Imagine God seeing five of the children living in homes with books and families able to read to most of their children 
every night but leaving the other child unread to, untalked and unsung to, unhugged or propped before a television 
screen or videogame that feeds him violence and sex and racial engendered charged messages, intelectural pablim 
interrupted only by ads for material things beyond the child's grasp.

Imagine God seeing this family sending some of their children to high quality preschools and schools in safe 
neighborhoods with enough books and computers and laboratories and science equipment and well prepared teachers 
and sending the sixth child to a crumbling school building with peeling ceilings and leaks and lead in the paint and 
asbestos and old, old books and not enough of them...

...and teachers untrained in the subjects they teach and with low expectations that all children can learn especially the 
sixth child, and I'm encouraging all of the young people I see to stay out of law school and go and become a teacher 
because teaching is the civil rights front of the new era. [Applause] But I think we have a message to all teachers. If 
you do not love and respect all children, please get out of the house. Don't go in there with our children. [Applause]

And we have got to begin to hold them accountable because you can't fool children. You can have the fanciest 
classrooms and the best science equipment, but if you don't expect children to learn and help them to learn, they're not 
going to learn and you are going to reinforce their often fragile self-esteem so bad teachers goes some place else. Good 
teachers, please, come into the classroom like most of you. [Applause]

Imagine most of the families' children being excited about learning. Looking forward to finishing high school, going to 
college and getting a job, and the sixth child falling further and further behind, grade level not being able to read, 
wanting to drop out of school and being suspended at younger and younger ages because no one has taught him to read 
in computer and diagnose his attention deficit disorder or treated his health and mental health problems and helped him 
keep up with his peers.

Sometimes I think we adults have lost our common sense. When I hear stories of 4-year-olds and 5-year-olds and 6-
year-olds being expelled from school for behaviors that used to be handled in the principal's office and being arrested 
by two and three police officers, you know, children are children and these zero discipline policies that have carried 
over from the zero drug policies must stop. These are children. [Applause]



I've never understood why we suspend and expel children who don't come to school or who are having problems. 
These are children. And so we've now got to get people back who focus on children not just getting rid of the problem 
or just following some mindless policy.

Now imagine five of these children engaged in sports, music and arts, afterschool, summer camps, enrichment 
programs and the sixth child hang out with peers and going home alone because mom and dad are working or are in 
prison or have run away from their parenting responsibilities and escaped in drugs and alcohol, leaving him alone or 
on the streets during idle nonschool hours and weeks and months at risk of being sucked into illegal activities and the 
prison pipe line or even killed in our gun saturated nation.

This is our American family today where 1 in 6 of our children lives in poverty in the richest nation on earth, more 
than 40 percent in extreme poverty and that is your and my great clientele. It is not a stable or a healthy or an 
economically sensible or just family. Our failure to invest in all of our children before they get sick or drop out of 
school or get into trouble or get pregnant is morally indefensible and extremely costly. Every year we let 13 million 
children remain in poverty.

It costs $500 billion in lost productivity and in the cost of crime and health. Contrary to popular stereotypes, America's 
sixth child is more than twice as likely to live in a working family than to be on welfare...

...more likely to be white than black or Latino and is more likely to live in a rural or suburban area than in an inner 
city but black and Hispanic children are at far greater risk of being poor and entering what the children's defense fund 
calls the cradle to prison pipe line, the most dangerous place for a child to try to grow up in America today is at the 
intersection of race and poverty.

Racial disparities despite the enormous transformation at the top with our new president still permeate all of the major 
American institutions that shape the life chances of millions of children and undergirded by poverty, these disparities 
of putting countless children at risk of incarceration and funneling hundreds of thousands of them every year into a 
pipe line to prison derailing their chances for reaching successful adulthood.

I believe that America-- that incarceration is becoming the new American apartheid and poor children of color are the 
FADAR. We are criminalizing children at younger and younger ages and you and I must see it and name it and 
change it and close off the entry points into this pipe line and put children into a pipe line to college and productive 
work and that's why what you do is so important, and I quote Frederick Douglas all the time, that it is far easier to 
build strong children than to repair broken men.

So many poor babies in rich America enter the world with multiple strikes against them, born without prenatal care, at 
low birth weight and to a teen, poorly educated single mother and absent father. At crucial points in their development 
after birth until adulthood, more risks pile on.

Making a successful transition to good, healthy adulthood significantly less likely and involvement in the criminal 
justice system significantly more likely and since children of color always have been disproportionately poor, their 
odds of incarceration as adults greatly exceed that of white children. Black children are more than three times likely as 
white children to be poor and are almost six times as likely as white children to be incarcerated and just think about 
the implications of the following numbers.

A black boy and now maybe you all heard this and I hope you have that was born in 2001, was eight years old today, 
has a 1 in 3 chance of going to prison in his lifetime. A Latino boy, a 1 in 6 chance. A black girl, a 1 in 17 chance and 
this, folks, I'll just tell you is an unfolding catastrophe.

As the past continues to strangle present and the future, children with an incarcerated parent are more likely to become 
incarcerated and black children are nine times and the Latino children three time as likely as white children to have an 
incarcerated parent and a third of the fathers that we need in our home are sitting up there 20 to 29 years old in prison, 
and I can't overstate how much of a tragedy this is. They're destroying families. This process is destroying families and 
there's a cycle because once you get arrested, you often come out.



You can't get a job because you have a prison record. In many states, you can't vote because you've got a prison record, 
and so you are talking about the  disempowerment politically and economically and socially of the minority 
community particularly the black community.

I just want to say I think this is the worst crisis we have faced since slavery in the black community and it's an 
unfolding tragedy in other communities [Applause] and all of us have got to be hands on deck to change it, and I can't 
tell you how important what you are doing is and beginning to redirect children into healthy adulthood. You know, 
we're the world's largest jailer and I'm not proud of that at all. We are spending in our states on average three times 
more per prisoner than per public school pupil. I can't think of a dumber investment policy.

[Applause] We've all got to say change course. Reset our moral compass. Grab our children before birth, starting with 
teenage pregnancy. All know about the recent studies about how children are already way, way behind in interaction 
between parents and children on words and we got to work with those parents because parents can't teach what they 
don't know.

We got to break the cycle, and we got to make sure that we give the whole family supports, and I'm so pleased with 
the home visitation money that's built in to both the proposals already gone forward and Lord, if we can get through 
the health bill, there's going to be more home visitation money and the early childhood people have got to work and 
the early Head Start people have to work hand in hand with the home visitation people, and I want to tell what you are 
we going to do?

The first step we got to do to break up this pipe line is to stop these feeder systems and teenage pregnancy is one and 
poverty is the other big one, but the first thing we can all do and that's where I will be running out of here shortly is to 
see that every child, every child gets a healthy start through guaranteed, comprehensive health and mental health 
coverage and prenatal care-- [Applause]

Wherever they live in America, and I need every one of you-- I'm going up and I'm trying to see every member of the 
Senate Finance Committee. They are our one thread. They have put in the three provisions that we need to keep, and I 
can't ask you strongly enough to please let your senators know and look up on our website for those who are on the 
Senate finance committee, that we have got to have comprehensive care. I'm so sick of the 50 state lottery geography.

We don't have 50 state classes of children and a child's chance to live and survive should not depend on the politics or 
wealth of a state. These are American children. They're children in America and so we've got three things we are 
trying to get. We want coverage for all, all children. They act as if we're crazy when we keep saying all. CHIP was not 
child health reform. It left 5 million out of the house. It didn't do the reform things we wanted to change the system.

Six million children who are currently eligible for CHIP and Medicaid don't get it because of the bureaucratic barriers. 
The system is broken. We need to fix it as a part of health reform. I hope you will remember three things which I am 
like a broken record on every day on the Hill. We want all children regardless of where they live to get-- get the 
comprehensive care that they need. We propose 300 percent as the national, national eligibility level. That's about 
66,000.

The Senate Finance Committee has put in an option for 275 percent of the federal poverty level. That's about 60,000. 
Please, everybody, E-Mail, telephone, write Senator Bachous because he and senator Grassley put this in. We have got 
to hold it as they now try to find ways to cut back because they don't have enough money. So we need that national 
eligibility floor. So thank them for 275. Tell them to hold onto it.

The second thing that we want is for all children to have the same child appropriate benefits which include mental 
health services and that is the Medicaid, EPSET benefits package. The Senate finance committee, House hasn't done 
either of these things and I'm very disappointed has said we're going to extend the EPSET benefits package to all CHIP 
children. Folk, we need mental health coverage for our children. It's not something that we can depend on.

Those Katrina children are still out there. All those children in war zones all over this country in need, needing mental 



health coverage. We have got thousands of children sitting up in juvenile detention facilities today solely because they 
could not get community-based mental health services. If we're going to break up this cradle to prison pipe line we 
need to have mental health coverage for the parents as well as for the children, and you must get it through that 
package.

Sp Tell them we want-- children are not little adults, and we are really saying you just got to get the best 
comprehensive child appropriate program, and it's got to be available in every state. Not leave it up to state option. We 
got to end this unjust lottery of state geography. Because a child's worth is the same. If we believe that God created all 
children and their lives are equal value, you can't have 5 have 50 states determining their value and their chances to 
survive.

So comprehensive benefits package. Thank the Senate Finance Committee for putting an end and tell them to please 
keep it, and the third thing we're trying to do is to make sure we get prenatal care for all other mothers we have 
800,000 babies born each year to mothers who don't have prenatal care. We have 350,000 babies who are low birth 
rate. Our low birth rate infant mortality rates are a disgrace. We have fallen-- 22nd on low birth rate. We have fall to 
27th on infant mortality recently.

Every low birth rate baby we put in there compared to a normal weight baby costs 25 times more to keep. We can do 
better. These poor little babies born at low birth weights of the teen mother and the things I already talked about, they 
come into life with three, four, five strikes against them. We can prevent that if we get good comprehensive prenatal 
care and we've got to do it. And the last piece we got to make sure it's easy not hard. Six million children fall through 
the cracks between Medicaid and CHIP's.

States go out of their way to make it as hard as they can. It's pound foolish and penny wise. We're sitting in California, 
my California office told me that we're going to cut out 400,000 children from CHIP for the possibility of losing 
900,000 kids from CHIP. This CHIP expansion may not be absolutely not very helpful because with the budget  
crunches, states are not putting up the match and many states are cutting back on children already covered. That's why 
you got to get back to point one.

You need guaranteed help for children in all kinds of economic weather no matter where they live so that you don't 
have the struggles that parents are going through. Please help us try to get health coverage. It's moving so fast. It's so 
complicated, and they're claiming that they are having problems finding the money to pay for children and pregnant 
women. You know, they found that money to pay for the banks and I don't think babies are any less valuable than the 
bankers. They found-- [Applause]

They bailed out AIG and Citibank and all those people, I mean, you see how quick they found that? All of a sudden, 
somehow corporations can be saved without a pay-go but we can't save children without a pay-go. We don't have a 
money problem in this country. We have a values and priority problem, and you need to raise a rucous. [Applause]

And if they're really serious about cost containment, then they will make sure that they cover every child and every 
pregnant mother because children are cost containment. Prevention is cost containment, and they tell us that this 
congressional budget office doesn'y score prevention. It's charged as a cost. We know every dollar in immunization 
saves 16 on the other end. If you take a child in early stages of asthma attacks to a doctor in the community, $90 or 
$100 in Houston, Texas.

A child gets a serious attack and goes into the hospital, $7,300 for three days' hospitalization. We pay for more and we 
need to do what's right and save money and save child lives. So please, pay attention to our website. Please today, 
tomorrow, and when you get back home, call every senator and get everybody to call every Congressman and say you 
make sure every child, God did not make two classes of children, gets healthcare this year and we need real reform and 
not symbolic reform.

The second is that we need to ensure the quality of parent-child visiting programs and the quality early childhood and 
child care and Head Start and preschool to get every child ready for school. I'm with and you not wanting to just lower 
the school curriculum down to very young children. We got to be very thoughtful as we construct a creative child 



appropriate curriculum and you know, it's not just about getting them ready for school. Children's business is play, and 
we need to really make sure that we've got age-appropriate services. [Applause]

We want them all to get ready for school, but we need now to have a very thoughtful debate about  what we do from 
zero to three and what we do at four and five and what we do after school and it all should be a part of one seamless, 
thoughtful system looking at the developmental needs of children and at what parents need because it's all over the lot, 
and I just hope we can start that dialogue and we in the children's defense fund really look forward to doing that with 
you.

We have got to make sure that we decrease the number of children entering the child welfare system and foster care 
which is why Early Head Start becomes more important than home visitation because once children get into that foster 
care system,...

They get into multiple placements and they're shoveled onto the juvenile justice system and that's another part of the 
system we break up we got to deal with our schools and better align what children are getting before school and what 
they're getting in schools and we got to stop these discipline policies that are pushing children out of school and we got 
to make sure as we look toward the new, huge educational investments that,again, they're child appropriate.

I'm so looking to reconceptualizing schools with all of this new money and making schools the center of communities 
and co-locating services so that you can have, you know, deal with the problems of the whole child. I loved going to 
Denmark some years back and seeing dental clinics in every school and seeing they even dealt with parents' dental 
problems and health problems,...

...and so we got to talk about how we integrate the whole set of systems and make sure they're high quality and 
seamless, and we look forward to working with you on that. Now we all know a lot about what to do. I mean, it's not 
about what to do. It's about how do we get it done and how do we come together to build the political wheel to get it 
done.

Sure, many of you are aware of things that are up from class, but I'm on their website in terms of things we can do to 
set up-- to make sure we build a high quality, affordable, quality child care system, and I hope we can, again, all of us 
sit down together with zero to three people, with early childhood people, child care people and have that dialogue and 
go together because if we keep going in fragmented ways, we're going to lose.

Other people will set our priorities and so I am really looking forward to working with you and hearing from you how 
we can go together as child-focused people and say here's what we do. We need to have an agenda for each year. 
From CDF's point of view, this year has been about getting health and mental health coverage for every child and 
supporting the investments and the budget and stimulus package on poverty prevention and while the president doesn't 
use the word poor a whole lot, he makes refundable all these tax credits.

We need to make sure that parents know what's available to them. This is the best budget for the poor that I have ever 
seen. We got to make sure that we know what's in it, get the information out, and in our centers or wherever parents 
come, make sure that they are aware but we've got a lot to work with.

So poverty prevention stuff in the budget and healthcare and mental healthcare, and next year, I hope it's going to be 
early childhood development, and really building on investments that have been made, but we got to keep those 
investments and increase those investments, make them permanent and make sure that what we get done in no child 
left behind is something that will be child appropriate as well as ensuring accountability for educating all of our 
children...

...so our two top priorities next year is a part of the cradle to prison pipe line is going to be early childhood 
development and education and we really want to work with you and we have new handles now in the fostering 
connections to families program and adoption assistance to begin to make some progress on child welfare and keeping 
children in their families and so I just hope, again we can all get on message and try to do one or two big things each 
year...



... and then at the end of four years look and see that we got this system changed and that system changed and  we're 
all on message, but if we're all ask asking for our little two cents as opposed to having a vision of what the house is 
and we want to renovate and we pick a room each year we're going to renovate then we will lose and the children will 
lose. We need to find a way to communicate and work together. All of our children have got to learn how to read.

I don't know if we can send people to the moon and crack the DNA code, why we can't teach children to read, and if 
you look at those who are sitting up in prison and juvenile detention facilities, you know they just can't read and if you 
can't read in this society and in this globalized economy, you are being sentenced to prison and sentenced to death and 
this is just wrong, folks. So again, laying that early childhood foundation that prepares children to learn and to grow, 
nothing is more important.

You are literally saving the future of this country, and I hope that we will work closely with parents because, again, 
children are coming in pieces. None of us can do this alone and we got to make sure that we break that cycle. Get 
quality child care so they can go back to school, get skills, get better jobs, and I just hope we can see our opportunity 
over this next four or eight years to put into place the systems that so many of us have been working for for so many 
years.

Let me just end with a thing that I don't know if any of you have read a special piece that really spoke to my heart on 
inauguration day by a young man in Atlanta called Richard Kenyatta because I think this really is a very special time 
and we just must turn it into a harvest for our children. I don't know that we're going to have another time like this for 
a while, and we just have to get it together. We really have an unprecedented effort to change things. It's going to be 
so complicated.

There are going to be so many competing interests. I want to remind us of the legacy that we have to uphold as you go 
back home because it's still going to be hard. You got more money but you got to translate it into programs. You got a 
lot of hard work to do and we're at a moment where we have an opportunity to do it and don't you let anybody detract 
you from our mission.

I was on my way because I felt after the election that I just needed to go back to Atlanta and reach some closure with 
Dr. King and tell him what had happened and then I got invited to come to the 16th Avenue Church, and I went from 
Atlanta to 16th Avenue Church and then I went to Dr. King's church, Dexter, the following Sunday and on my way 
between Atlanta and 16th over my iPhone came this piece by a young man named Richard Kenyatta, and I wish I had 
written it but I thank him so much for sharing and a friend was sending.

He talked about the special inauguration ball in 2009 when guests began arriving early. He said there are no placecards 
or name tags. Didn't need any. Everybody knew everybody else and he saw sitting across the room a grand foursome, 
Malcolm X and Betty Shabazz sharing laughs with Martin and Coretta Scott King, and he said, oh, my goodness.

Is that Rosa Parks out there on the dance floor with A. Phillip Randolph? Seated at a nearby table, Frederick Douglas 
has a captive audience in W.E. B. Du Bois and Fannie Lou Hamer and Medgar Evers has just joined them. Mary Ann 
Anderson was asked to sing tonight but she only agreed to do it if accompanied by Marvin Gaye, John Lennon and 
Jimi Hendrix. Look, there's Harriet Tubman. Nobody knows how she arrived but there she is and my guess is when the 
time comes nobody is going to see her leave.

Jackie Robinson swiftly makes his way through the hall as crowds part like the Red Sea. To the unmistakable silence 
of run, Jackie, run and he is embracd by Jesse Owens. Three beautiful young women arrived with their escorts, 
Swanna, Goodman and Cheney. They flew in from Washington explaining I could not miss this. Richard Pryor 
promised to be on his best behavior but he said I can't make any guarantees for Red Foxx and Moms Mabley. He 
chuckled as Joe Lewis faked a quick jab to the chin of Jack Johnson who smiled broadly while slipping it.

We stopped by, we saw Luther Vandross and Nat King Cole greet each other and then go greet James Brown and 
Walter Payton and Josh Gibson. I spotted Congressman Adam Clayton Powell of Harlem having a lively political 
discussion with Elders Cleaver and Dorey Millen Crispum Maddux and there was Madam C.J. Walker talking with 



Marcus Garvey about exploiting goods to Africa.

General benjamin O. Davis flew in safely with an escort from the 99th fighter squadrin better known as the Tuskegee 
Airmen and at the table on the left are three formidable women, Shirley Chisolm, Sojourna Truth and Barbara Jordan 
gathered for a little girl talk about world politics. As usual, all the signs merged seemed to be gaterhed off in the corner 
talking shop.

There's Granville Woods and Louis Laderman needling each other about whose inventions are better and someone 
jokingly asked Benjamin Banner if he needed directions to Washington and George Washington Carver was over 
heard saying, what, no peanuts?

There were dueling bands as Duke Ellington and Count Basie got together and you knew the place was jumping, but 
tonight it was extra special with Miles and Dizzy and Sachmo sitting in on trumpet and Cole Train Cannonball and 
Bird on sax everyone's attention is directed to the dance floor where Bill Bojangles Robinson is tap dancing and beside 
him is Sammy Davis, Jr. and behind them is Gregory Hines imitating them both.

The Hollywood contingent arrived but just as they did Dorothy Danbridge, and Hattie Mcdaniel and Cameron Lee and 
Paul Robison, there was a sudden hush in the room. The guest of honor have arrived. President and Mrs. Obama 
looked across the enormous ballroom at the historic faces and someone shouted out, you did it. You did it and the 
president replied, no, sir, you did it. Each and every one of you did it.

Your guidance and encouragement, your hard work and perseverance and as I look at all of your faces, I am reminded 
that the White House is built by faces just like yours. On October 17, 1792 the cornerstone was laid and the foundation 
of the residence was built mostly by enslaved and freed African-Americans and paid Europeans. Much of the brick and 
plaster work was formed by Irish and Italian immigrants, the sandstone walls were built by Scottish immigrants.

The White House is ultimately the people's house and each president serving is its steward, and I am sure as I think 
each of you here tonight humbled and in awe of your accomplishments and sacrifice that I will dedicate my presidency 
in your honor and I know if it ever appears that I'm forgetting the principles of peace, Liberty and freedom that I can 
count on you to remind me...

... and then he pointed to me, Kenyatta, the young writer and said, isn't it time, Kenyata, for to you wake up for work. 
Kenyatta said isn't it time for all of us to wake up and get to work and suddenly the young author, says I awake, sat up 
in bed with an annoying smile. My wife asks me if I'm all right and I said never better. It's going to be a good day. It's 
time for all of us to go back home and go to work and keep working and to build the movement to make the great 
progress that we must make at this unprecedented historical moment.

We have a chance to save all of our children but we're going to have to make sure that we build that movement. There 
are no friends in politics. I often tell how A Phillip Randolph went to see President Roosevelt to tell him about negro 
problems and need for employment and jobs and better education and President Roosevelt listened sympathetically and 
said I agree with everything you said, Phil, and you go out and make me do it. There are no friends in politics. Even if 
you got a president who gets it, he's got wars.

He's got budget debacles. He's got all this stuff and you and I are going back home to do our work will make sure that 
sixth child never gets off his consciousness, never goes away from the conscienceness of our senators and 
Congressmen. This is our chance to finish the work that these great people that I talked about started for us. This is the 
new movement.

It is saving children and if we don't save our children we're not going to save our nation. So thank you for the 
important things that you are doing. [Applause]
-- End of Video --
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