
SEC. 645A. EARLY HEAD START PROGRAMS.  

 
(g) Monitoring, Training, Technical Assistance, and Evaluation-  

(1) REQUIREMENT- In order to ensure the successful operation of programs assisted under this 
section, the Secretary shall use funds made available under section 640(a)(2)(E) to monitor the 
operation of such programs, and funds made available under section 640(a)(2)(C)(i)(I) to provide 
training and technical assistance tailored to the particular needs of such programs, consistent 
with section 640(c).  

(2) TRAINING AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE-  

(A) ACTIVITIES- Of the portion set aside under section 640(a)(2)(C)(i)(I)--  

(i) not less than 50 percent shall be made available to Early Head Start agencies to use directly, 
which may include, at their discretion, the establishment of local or regional agreements with 
community experts, institutions of higher education, or private consultants, for training and 
technical assistance activities in order to make program improvements identified by such 
agencies;  

(ii) not less than 25 percent shall be available to the Secretary to support a State-based training 
and technical assistance system, or a national system, described in section 648(e), including 
infant and toddler specialists, to support Early Head Start agencies, consistent with subparagraph 
(B); and  

(iii) the remainder of such amount shall be made available to the Secretary to assist Early Head 
Start agencies in meeting and exceeding the standards described in section 641A(a)(1) (directly, 
or through grants, contracts, or other agreements or arrangements with an entity with 
demonstrated expertise relating to infants, toddlers, and families) by—  

(I) providing ongoing training and technical assistance to Early Head Start agencies, including 
developing training and technical assistance materials and resources to support program 
development and improvement and best practices in providing services to children and families 
served by Early Head Start programs;  

(II) supporting a national network of infant and toddler specialists designed to improve the 
quality of Early Head Start programs;  

(III) providing ongoing training and technical assistance on Early Head Start program 
development and improvement for regional staff charged with monitoring and overseeing the 
administration of the program carried out under this section; and  

(IV) if funds remain after the activities described in subclauses (I), (II), and (III) are carried out, 
carry out 1 or more of the following activities:  
 



(aa) Providing support and program planning and implementation assistance for new Early Head 
Start agencies, including for agencies who want to use funds as described in section 645(a)(5) to 
serve infants and toddlers.  
 
(bb) Creating special training and technical assistance initiatives targeted to serving high-risk 
populations, such as children in the child welfare system and homeless children.  
 
(cc) Providing professional development designed to increase program participation for 
underserved populations of eligible children.  
 
(B) CONTRACTS- For the purposes of supporting a State-based system, as described in 
subparagraph (A)(ii), that will meet the needs of Early Head Start agencies and provide high-
quality, sustained, and intensive training and technical assistance on programming for infants and 
toddlers to Early Head Start agencies, and in order to help such agencies meet or exceed the 
standards described in section 641A(a)(1), the Secretary shall--  

(i) use funds reserved under subparagraph (A)(ii) in combination with funds reserved under 
section 640(a)(2)(C)(i)(II)(bb) to ensure the contracts described in section 648(e)(1) provide for a 
minimum of 1 full-time specialist with demonstrated expertise in the development of infants and 
toddlers; and  

(ii) ensure that such contracts and the services provided in the contracts are integrated with and 
augment the contracts awarded and services provided under section 648(e);  
 
(h) Center-Based Staff- The Secretary shall--  

(1) ensure that, not later than September 30, 2010, all teachers providing direct services to 
children and families participating in Early Head Start programs located in Early Head Start 
centers, have a minimum of a child development associate credential, and have been trained (or 
have equivalent coursework) in early childhood development; and  

(2) establish staff qualification goals to ensure that not later than September 30, 2012, all such 
teachers have been trained (or have equivalent coursework) in early childhood development with 
a focus on infant and toddler development.  

(i) Staff Qualifications and Development-  

(1) HOME VISITOR STAFF STANDARDS- In order to further enhance the quality of home 
visiting services provided to families of children participating in home-based, center-based, or 
combination program options under this subchapter, the Secretary shall establish standards for 
training, qualifications, and the conduct of home visits for home visitor staff in Early Head Start 
programs.  

(2) CONTENTS OF STANDARDS- The standards for training, qualifications, and the conduct 
of home visits shall include content related to—  



(A) structured child-focused home visiting that promotes parents' ability to support the child's 
cognitive, social, emotional, and physical development;  

(B) effective strengths-based parent education, including methods to encourage parents as their 
child's first teachers;  

(C) early childhood development with respect to children from birth through age 3;  

(D) methods to help parents promote emergent literacy in their children from birth through age 3, 
including use of research-based strategies to support the development of literacy and language 
skills for children who are limited English proficient;  

(E) ascertaining what health and developmental services the family receives and working with 
providers of these services to eliminate gaps in service by offering annual health, vision, hearing, 
and developmental screening for children from birth to entry into kindergarten, when needed;  

(F) strategies for helping families coping with crisis; and  

(G) the relationship of health and well-being of pregnant women to prenatal and early child 
development.   
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