
Engaging Interactions 

These posters are supplemental training materials designed to help teaching staff foster engaging interactions 
throughout the day. For maximum benefit, it is highly recommended that teachers be given clear suggestions for 
using the posters. 

Specifically, they are meant to:

•	 Check participant’s understanding of the teaching practices.

•	 Support the transfer of training content to the classroom. 

•	 Provide a visual reminder for teaching staff to strengthen teaching practices around a big idea.

Depending on the topic of the training, distribute relevant posters to all participants or to each classroom represented. 

Effective Practices: Supporting School Readiness for ALL Children
• Curriculum Assessment and the Head  

Start Framework: An Alignment Tool
• A Guide to Resources for Developing 

School Readiness Goals 
• School Readiness for All Children: Using Data to Sup-

port Child Outcomes (Institute Version) 
• School Readiness Goals for Preschool Children  

in Head Start Programs: Examples from the National Center 
on Quality Teaching and Learning

ENGAGING INTERACTIONS 
AND ENVIRONMENTS

RESEARCH-BASED CURRICULA 
AND TEACHING PRACTICES ONGOING CHILD ASSESSMENT

HIGHLY INDIVIDUALIZED 
TEACHING AND LEARNING

Transition to Kindergarten Teacher Development Higher Education

Materials developed to be used for transition summits.

• Perspectives of Children (Video)

• Perspectives of Community (Video)

• Effective Transitions to Enhance School Readiness

• Transition Plan Example

• Transition Plan Template

• Top 10 Tips for Coaches

• Practice-Based Coaching

• What Do We Know About Coaching?

• Coaching as a Key Component in Teachers’  
Professional Development

Courses being field-tested. Tip sheets and resource guides 
in development.

• Choosing a Preschool Curriculum

Additional Training Materials to be developed 
in Year 3 based on systematic reviews of the 
evidence in each domain.

 » Physical Development and Health

 » Social and Emotional Development

 » Approaches to Learning

 » Language Development

 » Literacy Development and Skills

 » Mathematics Knowledge and Skills

 » Creative Arts Expression

 » Logic and Reasoning

 » Science Knowledge and Skills

 » Social Studies Knowledge and Skills

 » English Language Development

• Ongoing Child Assessment: Overview

Preparing for Assessment

• Preparing for Assessment: Planning

Collecting and Using Information

• Collecting and Using Information: Anecdotal 
Records

• Collecting and Using Information: Work Samples

• Collecting and Using Information: Video

• Collecting and Using Information: Checklists

Interpreting Information
•  Interpreting Information: Using Data to Inform 

Teaching

Strengthening Your Program

• Strengthening Your Program: Administrative 
Support  

Curriculum Modifications

• Curriculum Modifications: An Introduction

Embedded Teaching and Learning
• Embedded Teaching and Learning: Breaking  

Down Goals

• Embedded Teaching and Learning: Activity  
Matrix–Organizing Learning

See our work 

Center on the Social and Emotional  
Foundations for Early Learning 
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/ 

Head Start Center on Inclusion 
http://www.headstartinclusion.org
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Supporting Materials
• Understanding and Using CLASS™ for Program 

Improvement
• Building a Solid Foundation

Social and Emotional Support
• Building Relationships

 ū Building Relationships: Fostering Connections
 ū Building Relationships: Being Aware of Children’s Needs
 ū Building Relationships: Creating a Caring Community

• Interest-Based Learning
 ū Interest-Based Learning: Giving Children Responsibilities
 ū Interest-Based Learning: Following Children’s Lead

Well-Organized Classrooms
• Managing the Classroom

 ū Managing the Classroom: Classroom Transitions
 ū Managing the Classroom: Schedules and Routines
 ū Managing the Classroom: Materials to Support Learning
 ū Managing the Classroom: Designing Environments

• Behavior Guidance
 ū Behavior Guidance: Stating Behavioral Expectations
 ū Behavior Guidance: Creating Classroom Rules
 ū Behavior Guidance: Redirecting Behavior
 ū Behavior Guidance: Problem Solving in the Moment

• Staffing
 ū Staffing: Zoning to Maximize Learning
 ū Staffing: Teacher-to-Teacher Talk

Instructional Interactions
• Engaging Interactions

 ū Engaging Interactions: Fostering Children’s Thinking Skills
 ū Engaging Interactions: Providing Feedback
 ū Engaging Interactions: Focusing Children on  
Learning Goals

 ū Engaging Interactions: Scaffolding Children’s Learning
 ū Engaging Interactions: Making Learning Meaningful
 ū Engaging Interactions: Using the Scientific Method

• Language Modeling and Conversations
 ū Language Modeling and Conversations:  
Engaging Children in Conversations

 ū Language Modeling and Conversations:  
Thick and Thin Conversations

 ū Language Modeling and Conversations: Asking Questions
 ū Language Modeling and Conversations: Expansions
 ū Language Modeling and Conversations: Novel Words
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Using  
the Scientific  Method

Sets of procedures that help  learners investigate their world and acquire new knowledge.
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Steps: Suggestions:
QueStion
Help children form their  own questions related to  their world. 

oBSeRVe
Ask children to use their senses and closely observe  the world around them.

PRedict
encourage children to make an educated guess about what will happen in the future.

exPeRiment
Provide opportunities for children to experiment and test their predictions.

diScuSS
Allow children to discuss the results of their experiment.

• Wow! this is very interesting.
• You look curious about ...
• i saw you watching ...
• You seem to be fascinated with  ...

• What do you notice?  
• How does that feel/taste/sound?• Look at these different parts of ...• Let’s take a picture so we can look at it again.

• What’s your guess?
• What do you imagine ... ?
• i wonder what might happen if ... ?• How do you think this will turn out?

• Let’s try this out.
• We can check out ... 
• What could we do to see if this is true?• How could we keep track of how things change?

• What did we learn about ... ?
• How is this different/same from when we    started?
• Which grew the fastest/longest/heaviest? Why?• Was your prediction correct? How do you know?

Effective Practices: Supporting School Readiness for ALL Children
• Curriculum Assessment and the Head  

Start Framework: An Alignment Tool
• A Guide to Resources for Developing 

School Readiness Goals 
• School Readiness for All Children: Using Data to Sup-

port Child Outcomes (Institute Version) 
• School Readiness Goals for Preschool Children  

in Head Start Programs: Examples from the National Center 
on Quality Teaching and Learning

ENGAGING INTERACTIONS 
AND ENVIRONMENTS

RESEARCH-BASED CURRICULA 
AND TEACHING PRACTICES ONGOING CHILD ASSESSMENT

HIGHLY INDIVIDUALIZED 
TEACHING AND LEARNING

Transition to Kindergarten Teacher Development Higher Education

Materials developed to be used for transition summits.

• Perspectives of Children (Video)

• Perspectives of Community (Video)

• Effective Transitions to Enhance School Readiness

• Transition Plan Example

• Transition Plan Template

• Top 10 Tips for Coaches

• Practice-Based Coaching

• What Do We Know About Coaching?

• Coaching as a Key Component in Teachers’  
Professional Development

Courses being field-tested. Tip sheets and resource guides 
in development.

• Choosing a Preschool Curriculum

Additional Training Materials to be developed 
in Year 3 based on systematic reviews of the 
evidence in each domain.

 » Physical Development and Health

 » Social and Emotional Development

 » Approaches to Learning

 » Language Development

 » Literacy Development and Skills

 » Mathematics Knowledge and Skills

 » Creative Arts Expression

 » Logic and Reasoning

 » Science Knowledge and Skills

 » Social Studies Knowledge and Skills

 » English Language Development

• Ongoing Child Assessment: Overview

Preparing for Assessment

• Preparing for Assessment: Planning

Collecting and Using Information

• Collecting and Using Information: Anecdotal 
Records

• Collecting and Using Information: Work Samples

• Collecting and Using Information: Video

• Collecting and Using Information: Checklists

Interpreting Information
•  Interpreting Information: Using Data to Inform 

Teaching

Strengthening Your Program

• Strengthening Your Program: Administrative 
Support  

Curriculum Modifications

• Curriculum Modifications: An Introduction

Embedded Teaching and Learning
• Embedded Teaching and Learning: Breaking  

Down Goals

• Embedded Teaching and Learning: Activity  
Matrix–Organizing Learning

See our work 

Center on the Social and Emotional  
Foundations for Early Learning 
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/ 

Head Start Center on Inclusion 
http://www.headstartinclusion.org
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Supporting Materials
• Understanding and Using CLASS™ for Program 

Improvement
• Building a Solid Foundation

Social and Emotional Support
• Building Relationships

 ū Building Relationships: Fostering Connections
 ū Building Relationships: Being Aware of Children’s Needs
 ū Building Relationships: Creating a Caring Community

• Interest-Based Learning
 ū Interest-Based Learning: Giving Children Responsibilities
 ū Interest-Based Learning: Following Children’s Lead

Well-Organized Classrooms
• Managing the Classroom

 ū Managing the Classroom: Classroom Transitions
 ū Managing the Classroom: Schedules and Routines
 ū Managing the Classroom: Materials to Support Learning
 ū Managing the Classroom: Designing Environments

• Behavior Guidance
 ū Behavior Guidance: Stating Behavioral Expectations
 ū Behavior Guidance: Creating Classroom Rules
 ū Behavior Guidance: Redirecting Behavior
 ū Behavior Guidance: Problem Solving in the Moment

• Staffing
 ū Staffing: Zoning to Maximize Learning
 ū Staffing: Teacher-to-Teacher Talk

Instructional Interactions
• Engaging Interactions

 ū Engaging Interactions: Fostering Children’s Thinking Skills
 ū Engaging Interactions: Providing Feedback
 ū Engaging Interactions: Focusing Children on  
Learning Goals

 ū Engaging Interactions: Scaffolding Children’s Learning
 ū Engaging Interactions: Making Learning Meaningful
 ū Engaging Interactions: Using the Scientific Method

• Language Modeling and Conversations
 ū Language Modeling and Conversations:  
Engaging Children in Conversations

 ū Language Modeling and Conversations:  
Thick and Thin Conversations

 ū Language Modeling and Conversations: Asking Questions
 ū Language Modeling and Conversations: Expansions
 ū Language Modeling and Conversations: Novel Words
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TIPS FOR TRAINERS
POSTER SET



Following are some suggestions you may want to recommend.

Suggestions for use 

Suggestion # 1: Additional learning activities

•	 Distribute relevant poster, give time to read, then have participants create at least one more example to “say or do.”

•	 Conduct a group activity (e.g., brainstorm in a large group, think-pair-share) for participants to discuss ideas for how 
they will use the posters in their classrooms).

•	 Meet as classroom teams to generate “next steps” for implementation of practices in their classrooms

Suggestion #2: Follow up to training

•	 Teams implement engaging interaction(s). For example, strengthen providing feedback by increasing the number 
of “how” and “why” questions so that children are able to explain their thinking. 

•	 Teams select a different topic of focus each month or quarter. 

•	 At a team meeting, teaching staff can share strategies that worked, bring photos or video that illustrate the practice, 
and identify additional ideas they can then use to create new posters.

•	 Bring poster to lesson planning meetings and develop targeted activities around the selected practice.

Suggestion #3: Placement of posters

•	 Post in an area of the classroom that is clearly visible to adults.

•	 Post in an area of the classroom that makes sense for the topic. For example, place the poster about Focusing 
Children on Learning Goals near the small group area.

Suggestion #4: Make the poster interactive

•	 Use sticky notes to add new ideas and questions.

•	 Write new ideas and questions on the poster itself.

•	 Make smaller copies of the poster to carry as you interact with children.

Suggestion #5: Share

•	 Review the posters with volunteers.

•	 Share the posters with families at conferences, home visits, or program events. Work together with family members 
to identify how they can use the practices at home and in the community. Make photos or videos that illustrate  
the practice. 
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SCAFFOLDING

Say

Say

Do

Do

Let’s look  
at some 
choices …

Let’s ask a 
friend.

Give 
suggestions.

Give relevant materials  
(e.g., books, visuals,  
crayons).

Is this a …  
or a … ?

How about 
using ... ?

Give relevant 
pictures or 
objects.

Direct children to relevant tools 
(e.g., calendars, number lines, 
etc.).

Which  
works best,  
… or … ?

What else 
might work?

Should  
we pick …  
or … ?

We have  
three  
choices …

Provide just enough assistance to enable each child to perform at a 
skill level just beyond what the child can do on his or her own.

Offer a range of answers.

Use additional resources.

Say

Do

Look over 
here.

Comment on the task to  
guide toward the solution.

Rearrange materials  
(e.g., puzzle pieces) to make  
a task easier to complete.

Provide visuals (e.g.,  
pictures, drawings etc.).

This  
reminds  
me of …

Did you  
notice  
that …

Let’s go  
back and 
look …

Do you think this is big 
enough?

Point towards relevant 
answers.

What’s 
the same/
different?

How can  
you make  
sure ... ?

Does this  
look right?

Remember 
when …

Provide hints.
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Say How did 
this work?

Tell me 
more.

Let’s go 
back and 
look.

Why did  
that 
happen?

How do you 
know?

I wonder where 
he will go to 
find that?

Why did it 
change?

We have 
three 
choices …

What/Who/
Where/When/
How else?

Create opportunities for children to brainstorm, plan, and solve problems.

What do you 
see/hear?

What’s 
happening?

What do  
you notice 
about ... ?

How many 
do you see?

Provide tasks where children can observe, predict, and experiment.

Observe

What 
happens 
next?

What else 
might we  
see/do?

How could 
... ?

What will 
happen if 
... ?

Predict

Let’s try  
it out.

Did it 
work?

What 
happened 
after ... ?

Why did it 
change?

What 
changed?Experiment

Say
What does 
this remind 
you of?

Remember 
yesterday 
when ... ?

How do 
you know?

What did 
you learn?

What makes 
you think 
that?

Draw on a child’s everyday experiences; connect to previous knowledge.

FOSTERING CHILDREN’S THINKING
Interactions that focus on big ideas and deepen 

children’s knowledge of the world around them.
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Say

Say

The goal for 
group time is 
... 

You really 
know about ...

We will work 
on ...

I see that you 
...

Today, we are 
going to learn 
more about ...

That’s right. We 
are exploring 
...

When I read 
this book, 
listen for ...

Remember, 
we are talking 
about ...

Make statements about learning goals DURING activity.

Describe learning goals BEFORE activity starts.

Say We found out 
that ...

Now we know 
that ...

Let’s talk about 
what we learned 
when we ...

Tell me what 
you discovered 
when ...

“Wrap-up” by restating learning goals at the END of the activity.

FOCUSING CHILDREN ON LEARNING GOALS
Helping children understand what they are learning.
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New learning goal Children’s everyday lives

New learning goal Hands-on opportunities

 Recognize environmental Looked at signs in the community  print

 Label emotions Read a favorite book about a birthday party

 Recognize cause and effect Conducted a science experiment?  
  What happened?

 Understand healthy habits Ask children why they brush their teeth

 Classify objects Sort recycling materials at home

 Describe living things Talk about pets, gardens, or friends

Tell a story using dialogue  Furnish dramatic play area with costumes 
 and props and materials

 Recognize past events Find photos/draw pictures of babies

 Use tools to gather Place microscope in discovery area 
 information 

 New learning goal Children’s previous experiences

MAKING LEARNING MEANINGFUL
Meaningful activities and classroom interactions that support 

children’s understanding of the world around them.
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Steps: Suggestions:

QUESTION
Help children form their own 
questions related to their world. 

OBSERVE
Ask children to use their senses 
and closely observe the world 
around them.

PREDICT
Encourage children to make an 
educated guess about what will 
happen in the future.

EXPERIMENT
Provide opportunities for 
children to experiment and test 
their predictions.

DISCUSS
Allow children to discuss the 
results of their experiment.

•	 Wow! This is very interesting.
•	 You look curious about ...
•	 I saw you watching ...
•	 You seem to be fascinated with  ...

•	 What do you notice?  
•	 How does that feel/taste/sound?
•	 Look at these different parts of ...
•	 Let’s take a picture so we can look at it again.

•	 What’s your guess?
•	 What do you imagine ... ?
•	 I wonder what might happen if ... ?
•	 How do you think this will turn out?

•	 Let’s try this out.
•	 We can check out ... 
•	 What could we do to see if this is true?
•	 How could we keep track of how things change?

•	 What did we learn about ... ?
•	 How is this different/same from when we started?
•	 Which grew the fastest/longest/heaviest? Why?
•	 Was your prediction correct? How do you know?

USING THE SCIENTIFIC METHOD
Sets of procedures that help learners investigate their world 

and acquire new knowledge.
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Say

Say

Say

Do

Do

Do

I see. You are ...

Why do you think 
that?

Wow! You have  
been working on 
that a long time.

Create challenges 
to encourage 
problem-solving.

Offer nonverbal  
encouragement  
and praise.

Wait to give the child time to think.

Add new and interesting materials that relate to what the child is doing.

Tell me more about that.

How did you know?

You worked on that 
yesterday and you’re 
trying again today.

Repeat what the child 
did but in a slightly 
different way.

Make a playful mistake 
to encourage child’s 
thinking.

Provide support as 
needed to keep the 
child going.

Remind the child of 
the goal or purpose 
of the task.

Why didn’t it work the 
first time?

You look like you are 
thinking hard about ...

Listen to and build on the 
child’s response.

What if ... ?

Engage in back-and-forth conversations.
(More than yes/no and right/wrong)

Encourage children to explain their thought processes.

Encourage effort and persistence.

PROVIDING FEEDBACK
Motivating children and helping them obtain a deeper 

understanding of concepts.
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