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Learning from Assessment:  
Resources for Practitioners, Administrators, and Policymakers 

 
The Learning from Assessment Toolkit is designed to provide Head Start managers, staff 

and trainers with the assessment knowledge and skills needed to make informed instructional and 
programmatic decisions from an array of informal and formal assessment data, including local, 
classroom-based assessment of the Head Start child outcomes. For this project, we are designing 
a set of professional development materials and activities to assist Head Start staff in the 
appropriate interpretation and use of the full range of assessment data used in Head Start 
programs. This annotated bibliography is organized according to (1) resources that might be 
most useful to improve practice and (2) resources that provide background information on 
policy, assessment standards, and position statements. Where possible, we have added web links 
so that the most current information can be accessed.1

 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Early Childhood Assessment: Why, What and How? is the report of the Committee on 
Developmental Outcomes and Assessments for Young Children released recently by the 
National Research Council (NRC).  This report presents guidelines on the purposes of testing, 
assessed domains and measures, implementation, and systems of assessment. 
http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12446  
 
“Beyond Outcomes: How Ongoing Assessment Supports Children’s Learning and Leads to 
Meaningful Curriculum” (2004) by Diane Trister Dodge, Cate Haroman, Julia Charles, and 
Jessica Maiorca is an article from Young Children that provides information about how to 
conduct developmentally appropriate ongoing assessment while linking it to curriculum. 
Discusses how teachers can conduct meaningful observations of children and conversations with 
parents, and use the data to plan for each child.  
http://www.teachingstrategies.com/content/pageDocs/Beyond_Outcomes.pdf. 

 
“Assessing the Development of Preschoolers” (1994), published by the ERIC Clearinghouse on 
Elementary and Early Childhood Education, is a digest by Lillian Katz that focuses on the 
question of individual growth, discussing the difficulties of judging development. Guidelines for 
parents are provided to help identify aspects of child development behaviors that may suggest a 
need for intervention. Includes suggestions for intervention approaches. 
http://www.ericdigests.org/1995-1/preschoolers.htm. 
 
                                                 

1 As websites are updated, certain links included in this document may become inactive. In those instances or 
in instances when links have not been provided, we suggest conducting a web search for the material(s).  
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“Assessing Language in Young Children by Using Parent Report and Prelinguistic Measures: An 
Important Way to Involve Families” (1998) discusses how parental input can be used to assess 
child development in the area of early language skills. The article outlines how and why parent 
input can be helpful and reviews the psychometric properties of some measures to which parents 
can contribute. The article, part of the Keeping Current series published by the CanChild Centre 
for Childhood Disability Research, is available in full online:  
http://www.canchild.ca/Default.aspx?tabid=112.  

 
Spotlight on Young Children and Assessment (2004) by Derry Koralek, published by the 
National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC), is a collection of articles, 
many originally published in the journal Young Children, on the purposes of and uses for 
assessment. Includes articles by leaders in the field and provides an overview of assessment as 
well as specific examples to show how assessment informs and improves practice in early 
childhood education. A position statement from NAEYC and NAECS/SDE is also included. A 
table of contents can be previewed at: 
 http://sales.naeyc.org/Itemdetail.aspx?Stock_No=285&Category= 
 
Assessing and Guiding Young Children’s Development and Learning (2007), by Oralie McAfee 
and Deborah J. Leong, published by Allyn-Bacon, is a comprehensive guide to assessment in 
early childhood that provides information on current trends in assessment accompanied by 
examples and approaches being used in early childhood classrooms. The purpose of this book is 
to demonstrate how to conduct “authentic“2

http://www.ablongman.com/catalog/academic/product/0,1144,0205497187,00.html

 classroom-based assessment, and then how to 
interpret and use the information to plan curriculum that is responsive to and supportive of 
children’s learning. Of particular help to teachers, this book has several appendices including an 
assessment and analysis guide, which provides examples of child behaviors to observe in order 
to learn about important child outcomes.  

 
 
Basics of Assessment: A Primer for Early Childhood Educators (2004), by Oralie McAfee, 
Deborah J. Leong, and Elena Bodrova, published by the NAEYC, is a book that provides 
straightforward information on the basic principles of assessment for teachers working with 3- to 
8-year-olds. The authors provide an overview of basic assessment concepts with a focus on how 
to assess children’s development and learning. It also includes a guide to the vocabulary of 
assessment, which will help early childhood professionals communicate better with peers, 
specialists, administrators, and parents. Contains sections on assessing children with language 
and cultural diversity, and children with special needs. A table of contents can be previewed at  
http://sales.naeyc.org/Itemdetail.aspx?Stock_No=257&Category=. 
 
“School Readiness Assessment” (January 2004) by Kelly L. Maxwell and Richard Clifford, is an 
expanded version of an article originally appearing in Young Children that focuses on what early 
care and education teachers and administrators should know about school readiness and 
assessing children. This article uses a question-and-answer format to address several issues about 
school readiness. http://www.journal.naeyc.org/btj/200401/maxwell.asp. 
                                                 

2 Authentic assessment refers to assessment that builds on activities and tasks that children would typically do 
in the course of their day, such as building with blocks, drawing, or playing in sand. 
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“Assessing Young Children’s Progress Appropriately,” by the North Central Regional 
Educational Laboratory, is an overview of the debate about assessing young children, and 
potential challenges associated with implementing assessments. It outlines the shift toward 
increased family involvement in the language assessment process, including the parent’s 
completion of report measures and parent and professional co-involvement in assessments of 
children’s language development before they begin talking—looking at how children respond to 
and use gestures and how they pay attention to cues from facial expressions, gestures, and words. 
The web page includes links to various resources and illustrative cases. 
http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/students/earlycld/ea500.htm. 
 
Oral Language and Early Literacy in Preschool: Talking, Reading, and Writing (2004), edited 
by Kathleen Roskos, Patton Tabors, and Lisa Lenhart, is written for early childhood educators 
and administrators seeking a tool to help design a language-based education program. Appendix 
A of the book contains easy-to-use language and literacy assessment tools. Full table of contents 
and purchase information available online at  
http://www.reading.org/publications/bbv/books/bk549/toc.html. 
 
Assessment in Early Childhood Education (2005) by Sue Wortham, published by Prentice Hall, 
is the fourth edition of a textbook that offers a comprehensive overview of types and uses of 
assessments for children from birth through age 8. Each new edition is updated to incorporate 
information on the latest in traditional tests, nontraditional assessments, and informal evaluation 
tools. Written for preschool and primary school teachers, it provides information on the various 
aspects of standardized testing and is useful for teachers who are preparing for and learning how 
to interpret assessment data. A revised edition is scheduled for publication in 2008.  
http://vig.prenhall.com/catalog/academic/product/0,1144,0131401947,00.html. 
 
“The Effects of Outcomes-Driven Authentic Assessment on Classroom Quality” (2007) by Rena 
Hallam, Jennifer Grisham-Brown, Xin Gao, and Robyn Brookshire, appearing in Early 
Childhood Research and Practice, examines a trial of an intervention in which teachers were 
trained to use the assess-instruction cycle and the Assessment, Evaluation, and Planning System 
(AEPS), and finds that the quality of classroom instruction increased as measured on the Early 
Language and Literacy Classroom Observation  (ELLCO)and the Early Childhood Environment 
Rating Scale-Revised Edition  (ECERS-R). 
http://ecrp.uiuc.edu/v9n2/hallam.html  
 
 
 
  
 
Early Childhood Measures Profiles (2004), the product of a project coordinated by Daniel Berry, 
Lisa Bridges, and Martha Zaslow, is a compendium of measures that educators and other 
assessors may use to evaluate young children. Domains included in the compendium are 
approaches to learning, general cognitive, language, literacy, math, social-emotional, ongoing 
observational measures, and a series of measures particularly appropriate for Early Head Start. 
For each measure, the authors of the profiles review the background (such as development, 
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norming, ages, constructs), administration, functioning (such as reliability and validity), 
adaptations, and research that has used the measure. 
 http://aspe.hhs.gov/hsp/ECMeasures04/report.pdf 
 
Six Simple Ways to Assess Young Children (2002), by Sue Y. Gober, published by Delmar, is a 
workbook and professional development resource that provides information on the role 
assessments play in teaching children and offers “how to” assessment methods that can be 
implemented within programs. The methods of assessment covered in this book are: 
developmental checklists; parent interviews; self-portraits; scribbling, drawing, and writing 
samples; audio or videotapes; and anecdotal records—with specific instruction on creating 
portfolios3

http://www.delmarlearning.com/browse_product_detail.aspx?catid=5175&isbn=0766839257&ca
t1ID=EA&cat2ID=EA22

. Developmental checklists and supplemental forms are included in the appendices for 
quick references and use. The book’s table of contents appears online at  

. 
 
Understanding Assessment and Evaluation in Early Childhood Education (2004), by Dominic 
Gullo, published by Teacher’s College Press, is a book designed to help early childhood teachers 
understand the process of assessment and evaluation to benefit young children. This revised 
edition addresses the issues that have been raised by the policies of No Child Left Behind. It 
features new chapters on the assessment of children from culturally and linguistically diverse 
backgrounds, and the assessment of children with special needs. Also included are a glossary of 
terms and an annotated listing of assessment instruments used in early childhood education. The 
list of chapter titles appears at http://store.tcpress.com/0807745324.shtml. 
 
Developmentally Appropriate Curriculum: Best Practice with Early Childhood Education (2007) 
is a book by Marjorie J. Kostelnik, Anne K. Sodermen, and Alice Phipps Whiren, published by 
Prentice Hall. Chapter 7, entitled “Evaluating and Guiding Children’s Progress by Using 
Authentic Assessment,4

authentic assessment
” focuses on assessing and evaluating young children. It defines 

“ ” and provides a guide on how it can be implemented in early childhood 
classrooms. It includes a sample checklist and charts.  
http://vig.prenhall.com/catalog/academic/product/0,1144,0132390930,00.html. 
 
Assessing Young Children (2007) by Gayle Mindes is a book that provides an overview of 
assessments in early childhood with specific attention to early childhood special education. It 
addresses theory, discusses current trends, and provides examples of appropriate practice for 
prospective teachers. It approaches assessment as an integral part of the teaching-learning 
process and advocates for cultural sensitivity, parent collaboration, and inclusionary5

                                                 
3 Portfolio assessment refers to collections of evidence of children’s knowledge and skills. The portfolio may 

include children’s drawings; pictures of buildings they created; samples of dictation; and audiotapes or digital 
recordings (both audio and video) of children interacting, playing, and working. Portfolios are often focused to 
collect evidence of a specific set of outcomes so that change over time can be assessed. 

 practice in 
all early childhood environments.  

 

5 Inclusion, or inclusive environments, refers to settings that serve both children who are typically 
developing and children with disabilities. 
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http://vig.prenhall.com/catalog/academic/product/0,1144,0131718215,00.html. 
 

Authentic Assessment of the Young Child: Celebrating Development and Learning (2000) by 
Margaret B. Puckett and B. and Janet Black, published by Prentice Hall, is a book designed for 
educators and administrators that discusses assessment practices, with a special focus on 
diversity and inclusion. Chapter 6 focuses on planning for assessment; though geared toward 
early elementary school educators, it is a helpful resource for thinking about how to plan 
classroom assessments. The book also features a variety of alternative assessment strategies to 
observe, follow, and assess individual child achievements. It includes a developmental 
continuum as an appendix as well as an added chapter on portfolio systems.  
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/custom/portlets/recordDetails/detailmini.jsp?_nfpb=true
&_&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=ED435653&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=no&accno=
ED435653 
 
“Choosing an Appropriate Assessment System” (2004), by Amy Lynn Shillady, published in the 
NAEYC’s Beyond the Journal, provides guidance for early childhood educators on selecting 
appropriate child assessment tools. In the form of a comprehensive table of information, the 
author reviews seven commonly used assessment tools and the domains they cover, the 
assessment type, sample items, preparation requirements, and contact information for educators 
wishing to order these assessments. http://www.journal.naeyc.org/btj/200401/shillady.pdf. 
 
But Are They Learning? A Commonsense Parents’ Guide to Assessment and Grading in Schools 
(1997) by Richard Stiggins explains assessment in simple terms for parents. While primarily 
geared to parents of elementary school children, this guide contains helpful hints for educators to 
facilitate their communications with parents around child assessment. More details available at 
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/custom/portlets/recordDetails/detailmini.jsp?_nfpb=true
&_&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=ED420685&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=eric_accno
&accno=ED420685. 
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Observing and Understanding Child Development: A Child Study Manual (2007), by Deb Ahola 
and Abbe Kovacik, published by Delmar, is designed to help students and practitioners learn 
how to gather and interpret data to gain insight into child development. It covers all aspects of 
observation and includes information on developmental domains and child development. 
Although written as a child development textbook, it includes useful hints for observing young 
children, and provides both theory and application through its many workbook activities and a 
CD-ROM that includes guided observations via streaming video. The online companion to the 
manual is available at http://www.delmarlearning.com/companions/index.asp?isbn=1418015369. 
 
“Wondering with Children: The Importance of Observation in Early Education” by George 
Forman and Ellen Hall is a paper explaining how the process of observations, documentation, 
and interpretation of children’s goals, strategies, and theories helps teachers better engage 
children in conversation and investigations. Embedded within the text of the online paper are 
links to short video clips that illustrate what can be learned from brief child observations. (Early 
Childhood Research & Practice: fall 2005, vol. 7, no. 2, available online: 
http://ecrp.uiuc.edu/v7n2/forman.html) 
 
Ways of Assessing Children and Curriculum (1992), by Celia Genishi, published by Teachers 
College Press, is a compilation of teachers’ stories. The book presents varied ways to assess 
children and curriculum. Seven chapters focus on ways teachers can informally assess children, 
through observing and documenting development and learning.  
http://store.tcpress.com/0807731854.shtml. 
 
Focused Observations: How to Observe Children for Assessment and Curriculum Planning 
(2005), by Gaye Gronlund and Marilyn James, published by Redleaf Press, is a professional 
development manual intended for pre-service or practicing teachers. This book is designed to 
help them learn how to observe children in order to assess their development and plan 
curriculum. It is a comprehensive source with examples of how to put observation into practice. 
It contains discussion questions, observation practice exercises, and a reflection assignment. A 
trainer’s video is also available for use. Vignettes on the video illustrate factual versus 
interpretive documentation (that is, documenting the actual behaviors observed rather than the 
inference or interpretation of the behavior (writing that a child “threw a toy on the ground” rather 
than “had a tantrum”), different ways to document observations, identifying children’s 
developmental capabilities, planning curricular strategies, and pulling together data to build an 
educator’s understanding of an individual child. 
http://www.redleafpress.org/productdetails.cfm?PC=837. 
 
The Power of Observation (2007) by Judy R. Jablon, Amy Laura Dombro, and Margo 
Dichtelmiller, published by Teaching Strategies, is a book exploring the connection between 
observing and effective teaching. It includes discussion of how observation can help in 
relationship building. The authors illustrate how observation helps teachers and caregivers 
become more effective in the child care center, preschool, family child care home, or elementary 
school classroom. The book offers guidelines for effective observation and specific strategies for 
collecting observational data. http://www.teachingstrategies.com/book/1522_POO2.cfm. 

Observational Assessments - General 
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“Getting to Know You Through Observation: Desired Results Observation” training video/DVD 
and Trainer’s Guide and Training Workbook (2006) by the California Department of Education 
introduces “observational assessment.” The training has three parts. First, viewers are given an 
overview of the principles of objective observation and the rationale for including observation in 
routine daily activities. Next, caregivers and staff are instructed in how to develop and manage 
an observation system. Finally, the materials describe how to assess children’s growth over time 
and evaluate the effectiveness of the program.  
http://www.wested.org/desiredresults/training/resources.htm.  
 
The “Scale for Teachers’ Assessment of Routines Engagement (STARE)” (2000), by R. A. 
McWilliam, published by the Frank Porter Graham Child Development Center at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, is a tool for doing time samples of children’s engagement with 
adults, peers, and materials.  
http://www.fpg.unc.edu/~inclusion/Instruments/instruments.htm  
 
The “Individualizing Inclusion in Child Care” model demonstration project at the Frank Porter 
Graham Child Development Institute at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill also 
offers a module on routines-based assessment. With this procedure, assessors identify what skills 
a child needs to develop in order to successfully complete daily routines.  
www.fpg.unc.edu/~EDIN/Resources/modules/om/5/session_files/handouts/OM5_HandoutE_SA
FER.doc 
www.vanderbiltchildrens.com/uploads/documents/archive/SATIRE.pdf  
 
The “National Individualizing Preschool Inclusion Project” offers a number of resources for 
routines-based assessment. The “Scale for Assessment of Family Enjoyment within Routines 
(SAFER)” (2000) by Stacy Scott and R.A. McWilliam is an assessment tool designed for 
professionals working with families to develop functional intervention plans. The “Routines-
Based Assessment and Intervention Planning Checklist" (developed by the Individualizing 
Inclusion in Child Care project) is a step-by-step reminder of the routines-based assessment 
process. The “Scale for the Assessment of Teachers’ Impressions of Routines and Engagement 
(SATIRE) (2003) by Beth T. Clingenpeel and R.A. McWilliam captures information about how 
a child functions during classroom routines. Finally, the “Routines-Based Interview Report 
Form” (2003) by R.A. McWilliam is intended to record information from the McWilliam model 
of routines-based interviews. For each routine, one records the child’s level of engagement, 
independence, and social competence. 
 
 

 
 

 
Observation: The Primary Tool in Assessment is a training kit to help teachers learn how to use 
observations as the primary tool in gathering evidence of developmental growth. It contains: 
expected training outcomes, preparation instructions, training strategies and tips, implementation 
steps, follow-up activities for teachers, follow-up activities for administrators and directors, a 
learning assessment, a training evaluation/further needs assessment, and a resource list. 
Available online at https://secure.ccie.com/catalog/product_info.php?products_id=4400803. 
 

Observational Assessments - Portfolios 
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Observation and Participation in Early Childhood Settings: A Practicum Guide, Birth through 
Age Five (2003), by Jean Billman and Janice A. Sherman, published by Allyn & Bacon, is a 
book designed as a guide to help practitioners learn about development through observation of 
and activities with infant through primary school-aged children. It suggests what educators 
should look for when observing child behavior in activities, and outlines strategies for recording 
these observations. Appendices to the book, including a time-sampling technique for evaluating 
infant/toddler programs and a playground-improvement rating scale, are useful resources for 
early childhood educators. 
http://www.ablongman.com/catalog/academic/product/0,1144,0205375553,00.html 

 
Observing and Recording the Behavior of Young Children (1997), by Dorothy H. Cohen, 
Virginia Stern, and Nancy Balaban, published by Teacher’s College Press, outlines methods for 
keeping records of a child’s interactions and experiences in the classroom. The book provides 
numerous records of teachers’ observations of children from birth to age 8 with a focus on 
diversity and multiculturalism. It includes discussion on how to look for patterns indicative of 
children’s growth, and offers suggestions on how to interpret that information. 
Recommendations on how to record and summarize the information are also included. A list of 
chapter titles is available at http://store.tcpress.com/0807735752.shtml. 
 
Work Sampling in the Classroom, A Teacher’s Manual (2001) by Margo Dichtelmiller, Judy 
Jablon, Avivia Dorfman, Dorothea Marsden, and Samuel Meisels, published by Pearson 
Education, introduces teachers to the work sampling performance-assessment system, describes 
each of the system’s three elements (developmental guidelines, focused portfolios, and summary 
reports) in detail, and offers suggestions for implementing the system. Although the manual 
focuses on the work sampling assessment, the suggestions in the manual are useful to any teacher 
seeking advice on authentic and portfolio-based assessments. The teacher manual is not sold 
separately, but it can be purchased as part of a teacher reference pack that includes the manual, 
developmental guidelines, and reproducible masters, available at 
http://www.pearsonschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PSZ16w&subLocator=&PMDbProgramId=&
PMDbProductId=. 
 
The Portfolio Book: A Step-by-Step Guide for Teachers (1998), by Cathy Grace and Elizabeth 
Shores, published by Gryphon Books, provides portfolio-assessment techniques in easy-to-
manage steps for everyday teaching. http://www.gryphonhouse.com/showbook.cfm?code=15468 

 
Windows on Learning: Documenting Children’s Work (1997), by Judy Helm Harris, Sally 
Beneke, and Kathy Steinheimer, published by Teacher’s College Press, is a text describing how 
to develop individualized portfolios for children. The book demonstrates a variety of ways to 
document, collect, analyze, and display children’s work. While written by teachers for teachers, 
this resource is also useful to principals and directors of early childhood intervention programs. 
It features examples of child and teacher work. Also available is a supplement to the main text 
that includes shortcuts, handouts, and reproducible forms for teachers. 
http://store.tcpress.com/0807747866.shtml 
 
The Portfolio and Its Use: A Road Map for Assessment (1997), by Sharon MacDonald, published 
by the Southern Early Childhood Association, is a text that includes information on how young 
children learn, and covers how to build portfolios and anecdotal records. It also provides a 
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detailed look at how and why to organize young children’s assessment around the portfolio and 
how portfolios can help in evaluating children.  
http://www.ghbooks.com/showbook.cfm?code=26462 
 
Take A Look: Observation and Portfolio Assessment in Early Childhood (2007) by Sue Martin, 
published by Pearson Education Canada, is a book that provides information on the history, 
philosophy, and practice of observation and portfolio assessment for children from birth to the 
elementary school years. It is intended for early childhood educators, practitioners, and parents 
who are interested in improving observation and assessment processes for children. It outlines 
how to create a portfolio on the individual child by gathering information and suggests a variety 
of techniques for recording the data, emphasizing the observer’s own skill development.  
http://vig.pearsoned.ca/catalog/academic/product/0,1144,0321395123,00.html 
 
 

 
  
 

“Assessing Language Development in Bilingual Preschool Children” by Barry McLauglin, 
Antoinette Blanchard, and Yuka Osanai discuses children’s language background, issues in the 
language development of bilingual children, and issues in language assessment. It concludes with 
a procedure for assessing language development in bilingual preschool children. It can be found 
in the National Center on Bilingual Education Program Information Guide Series (no. 22, 
summer 1995) http://www.ncela.gwu.edu/pubs/pigs/pig22.htm. 

 
Screening and Assessment of Young English Language Learners: Supplement to NAEYC 
Position Statement on Early Childhood Curriculum, Assessment, and Program Evaluation, 
described in greater detail below, is also a highly relevant resource 

  
 
 
 
Alternative Approaches to Assessing Young Children (2001) by Angela Losardo and Angela 
Notari-Syverson, published by Brookes Publishing, is a book that presents in-depth examinations 
of six assessment models: naturalistic, focused, performance, portfolio, dynamic,6

inclusive environments

 and 
curriculum-based assessment of children from birth to age 8. Each model also includes a 
description of the approach, advantages and limitations, specific guidelines for implementation, 
vignettes showing the models in action, blank assessment forms, sample data collection forms, 
and suggestions for assessing in . The book’s table of contents is available 
at http://www.brookespublishing.com/store/books/losardo-4986/index.htm. 
 

                                                 
6 In a dynamic assessment, the teacher observes the level of support that a child needs to complete a task, 

offering increasing levels of support until the child in successful. Dynamic assessment can be used to differentiate 
children who are unsuccessful because they have not had the opportunity to learn from children who do not easily 
learn a particular skill or behavior. 

Assessing Specific Populations – Dual Language Learners 

 

 

 

Assessing Specific Populations – Children with Special Needs 
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A Practical Guide to Assessing Infants and Preschoolers with Special Needs (2001) by Judith 
Bondurant-Utz, published by Prentice-Hall, is a book designed for current and future early 
childhood special educators working with children from birth to age 5. It provides an overview 
of the assessment process, basic considerations for assessment, the stages of the assessment 
process, and assessment within domains. Available at: 
http://www.amazon.com/Practical-Assessing-Infants-Preschoolers-
Special/dp/0130255211/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1229541316&sr=1-2.  
 
Psychoeducational Assessment of Preschool Children (2006), edited by Bruce Bracken and 
Richard Nagle, published by Lawrence Earlbaum Associates, is a text listing the strengths of 
different standardized preschool tests. It includes some more technical information as well as 
descriptions of the tests used in identifying children with disabilities. 
http://www.amazon.com/Psychoeducational-Assessment-Preschool-Children-
Bracken/dp/0805852638 
 
“Embedding Assessment of Young Children into Routines of Inclusive Settings: A Systematic 
Planning Approach” (2004) by Rebecca J. Cook describes how educators can begin daily 
information gathering on children under their care, using an informal assessment approach to 
naturally and efficiently record the behavior of children whose developmental needs vary. 
Article from Young Exceptional Children, vol. 7, no. 3, pages 2-11. 
 
Assessment: Gathering Meaningful Information (2002) by Michaelene Ostrosky and Eva Horn, 
published by the Division for Early Childhood, provides caregivers with practical ideas and 
strategies to conduct meaningful assessments of young children who are disabled, have 
developmental delays, or are gifted/talented. Articles provide insight into information gathering, 
and examine assessment as it relates to: intervention planning; family involvement; social, 
behavioral, and functional planning; program evaluation; and more. Available online for 
purchase at http://www.dec-sped.org/index.aspx/Store. 
 

 
 
 
 

Pathways to Competence: Encouraging Healthy Social and Emotional Development in Young 
Children (2002) by Sarah Landy, published by Brookes Publishing, is a guide for educators and 
child development professionals. The book is a detailed explanation of nine social and emotional 
development domains for children from birth through age 6; an appendix of assessment tools to 
measure child progress in each domain is included. Table of contents and ordering information 
are available at http://www.brookespublishing.com/store/books/landy-577x/index.htm. 
 
“Assessing Young Children’s Social Competence” (2001) by Diane McClellan and Lillian Katz 
reviews the research on elements of social competence in young children, and studies in which 
the behavior of children who get along well with peers has been compared with that of children 
who have problems interacting appropriately with peers and forming relationships. The digest 
includes a checklist of social attributes based on this review of research. It includes attributes of 
children’s social behavior that teachers are encouraged to examine every three or four months 

Assessing Social-Emotional Development 
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and is intended as one of the variety of ways the social well-being of children can be assessed. 
Available online at http://www.ericdigests.org/2001-4/assessing.html. 
 
“Assessment of Social Competence, Adaptive Behaviors, and Approaches to Learning” (1996) 
by Samuel J. Meisels, Sally Atkins-Burnett, and Julie Nicholson is a review of the research that 
was undertaken to inform decisions about the assessment of social and emotional development 
and approaches to learning in the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study – Kindergarten Class of 
1998-99 (ECLS-K). The appendices summarize information on measures of social competence, 
problem behaviors, and adaptive behavior.  
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=9618  
 
See also A Look at Social, Emotional, and Behavioral Screening Tools for Head Start and Early 
Head Start. 
 
 
 
 
  
Assessing and Guiding Young Children’s Development and Learning (2007), by Oralie McAfee 
and Deborah J. Leong, published by Allyn-Bacon, includes an assessment and analysis guide in 
the appendix that provides examples of child behaviors to observe in order to learn about 
important child outcomes, and provides a continuum that shows when children are expected to 
achieve those outcomes.  
http://www.ablongman.com/catalog/academic/product/0,1144,0205497187,00.html. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention offers an interactive tool on its website that 
allows you to identify key milestones that children should achieve as they get older in seven 
areas of development: social and emotional, movement, hand and finger skills, cognitive, hearing 
and speech, vision, and language.  
http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/autism/ActEarly/interactive/milestones/ 
 
“What to Expect & When to Seek Help: Bright Futures Developmental Tools for Families and 
Providers” provides an overview of important milestones in social-emotional development for 
infants and young children. The tools are available on the Bright Futures website.  
http://www.brightfutures.org/tools/index.html 
 
Caring for Your Baby and Young Child: Birth to Age 5 (2004), edited by Steven P. Shelov, MD, 
MS, FAAP and Robert E. Hannemann, MD, FAAP, offers information on developmental 
milestones from birth to age 5 as well as tips for caring for young children. It is published by the 
American Academy of Pediatrics. http://www.aap.org/bookstorepubs.html 
 
 

Developmental Continua 
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Standards for Educational and Psychological Testing (1999), jointly prepared by the American 
Educational Research Association, American Psychological Association, and the National 
Council on Measurement in Education, addresses professional and technical issues of test 
development and use in education, psychology, and employment. Revised from the 1985 version, 
the current standards reflect changes in federal law and measurement trends affecting validity; 
testing individuals with disabilities or different linguistic backgrounds; and new types of tests, as 
well as new uses of existing tests. An overview of organization and content is available online at: 
http://www.apa.org/science/standards.html. 
 
LINKing Assessment and Early Intervention: An Authentic Curriculum-Based Approach (1997) 
by Stephen Bagnato, John Neisworth, and Susan Munson, published by Brookes Publishing, is a 
comprehensive guide in which the authors identify the best properties of well-known curriculum-
based assessment models. They analyze and rate more than 50 different curriculum-embedded 
and compatible assessment and intervention systems. 
http://www.amazon.com/Linking-Assessment-Early-Intervention-Curriculum-
Based/dp/1557662630/ref=sr_1_2/103-9852785-
2621469?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1186001609&sr=1-2  

 
“The Early Assessment Conundrum: Lessons from the Past, Implications for the Future” by 
Catherine Bordigon and Tony Lam focuses on the inadequacy of the instruments used to assess 
young children and the inherent difficulties in conducting such assessments. By examining 
recent research and past practices, the article brings to light the various issues associated with 
assessment instruments. (Psychology in the Schools, Vol. 41, Issue 7, abstract available online at: 
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/abstract/109569147/ABSTRACT.) 

 
“Preschool Assessment: What’s Right for Four-Year-Olds” by Anne Epstein of the High/Scope 
Research Foundation is an article that provides practitioners, policymakers, and parents with 
guidance on how to obtain meaningful data on young children and the programs that serve them. 
This paper sets forth criteria for reliable and valid pre-school tests as well as alternative 
assessment procedures. (High/Scope Resource, spring 2004, vol. 23, no. 1, available online at: 
http://www.highscope.org/file/NewsandInformation/ReSourceReprints/PreschoolAssessment2.p
df.) 
 
“Preschool Assessment: A Guide to Developing a Balanced Approach” (July 2004) by Anne 
Epstein, Lawrence Schweinhart, Andrea DeBruin-Parecki, and Kenneth Robin, published by the 
National Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER), is a brief that addresses issues about 
testing preschool children. The purpose of this brief is to provide basic background information 
about the terms and issues surrounding assessment and to introduce important/key criteria on 
conducting assessment. (Preschool Policy Matters, Issue 7, available online at 
http://nieer.org/resources/policybriefs/7.pdf) 

 

Policy/Assessment Standards/Position Papers 

Research, Standards, and Other General Resources 
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The Heart of the Matter: Using Standards and Assessments to Learn (2000) by Beverly Falk, 
published by Heinemann Books, is a guide on teaching and learning in the context of standards-
based reforms. It discusses the different perspectives and offers recommendations. Geared 
toward assessment in schools, it increases understanding of the issues facing professionals in 
aligning standards and assessments. http://books.heinemann.com/products/E00280.aspx 
 
“Assessing Against the Grain: A Conceptual Framework for Alternative Assessment” (1997) by 
Celia Geneshi provides a conceptual framework for understanding current movements in 
assessment of student learning. It focuses on contrasts between traditional assessment and its 
alternatives. It is Chapter 2 in Assessment for Equity and Inclusion, edited by A. Lin Goodwin 
and published by Routledge. 
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/custom/portlets/recordDetails/detailmini.jsp?_nfpb=true
&_&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=ED411345&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=eric_accno
&accno=ED411345 
 
Child Assessment at the Preprimary Level: Expert opinion and state trends (2002) by Carol 
Horton and Barbara T. Bowman provides information on assessment of prekindergarten children. 
The information was compiled from two surveys. One questioned experts and leaders in the field 
regarding the most important components of a child assessment for 4-year olds enrolled in Head 
Start or similar programs. The second survey evaluated state-funded prekindergarten programs 
across the country regarding public assessment practices. (Occasional Paper 3 of the Herr 
Research Center, available at 
www.erikson.edu/downloads/cmsFile.ashx?VersionID=1290&PropertyID=78  

 
“Assessing Young Children: What Policymakers Need to Know” (2003) by Sharon Lynn Kagan, 
Catherine Scott-Little, and Richard M. Clifford provides background information about the 
nature of early childhood assessments, recommended policy considerations, and specific policy 
actions that can be implemented to promote an effective early childhood assessment system. It is 
Chapter 1 in Assessing the State of Assessments: Perspectives on Assessing Young Children 
(2003), edited by Donna Nalley and published by the North Carolina Regional Educational 
Laboratory at SERVE. Full text and table of contents available online at: 
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/custom/portlets/recordDetails/detailmini.jsp?_nfpb=true
&_&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=ED476816&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=eric_accno
&accno=ED476816. 
 
“Predicting Children’s Competence in Early School Years: A Meta-Analytic Review” (2000) by 
Karen LaParo and Robert Pianta discusses the link between school readiness assessments and 
early school outcomes. The authors reviewed results from 70 longitudinal studies that reported 
correlations between academic/cognitive and social/behavioral measures administered in 
preschool or kindergarten and similar measures administered in first and second grade. They 
discuss the findings of these studies in the areas of assessment and conceptualization of school 
readiness, the role of school and classroom experiences in contributing to individual differences 
in school outcomes, and the importance of a quantitative estimate of effect size for early 
education policy and practice.  
(Review of Educational Research, vol. 70, no. 4, pp. 443-484. Abstract available online at 
http://rer.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/70/4/443.) 

 

http://books.heinemann.com/products/E00280.aspx�
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/custom/portlets/recordDetails/detailmini.jsp?_nfpb=true&_&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=ED411345&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=eric_accno&accno=ED411345�
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/custom/portlets/recordDetails/detailmini.jsp?_nfpb=true&_&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=ED411345&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=eric_accno&accno=ED411345�
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/custom/portlets/recordDetails/detailmini.jsp?_nfpb=true&_&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=ED411345&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=eric_accno&accno=ED411345�
http://www.erikson.edu/downloads/cmsFile.ashx?VersionID=1290&PropertyID=78�
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/custom/portlets/recordDetails/detailmini.jsp?_nfpb=true&_&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=ED476816&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=eric_accno&accno=ED476816�
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/custom/portlets/recordDetails/detailmini.jsp?_nfpb=true&_&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=ED476816&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=eric_accno&accno=ED476816�
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/custom/portlets/recordDetails/detailmini.jsp?_nfpb=true&_&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=ED476816&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=eric_accno&accno=ED476816�
http://rer.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/70/4/443�


 14  

“Accountability in Early Childhood: No Easy Answers” (2006) by Samuel J. Meisels examines 
the genesis of accountability testing in preschool and refutes the quality-assurance, production-
model assumptions that underlie its use with young children. (Occasional Paper 6 of the Herr 
Research Center for Children and Social Policy at the Erikson Institute. Full text available at 
http://www.erikson.edu/default/research/researchpubs.aspx.) 
 
“Evaluating Early Childhood Assessments: A Differential Analysis” (2006) by Samuel J. 
Meisels and Sally Atkins-Burnett is a chapter that analyzes the four uses or roles for assessment 
in preschool years as defined by National Education Goals Panel; (1) identification, (2) 
instructional improvement, (3) program evaluation, and (4) accountability. The authors review 
existing knowledge about early childhood assessment and identify best practices for future 
assessments. (Chapter 1 of part VII of the Blackwell Handbook of Early Childhood 
Development, edited by Kathleen McCartney and Deborah Phillips and published by Blackwell 
Publishing. http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/book.asp?ref=1405120738.) 
 
Developmental Screening in Early Childhood (2005) by Samuel J. Meisels and Sally Atkins-
Burnett, published by the National Association for the Education of Young Children, serves as a 
guide to selecting an appropriate instrument and setting up a screening program. This edition 
also discusses specific areas of development and reviews five screening tools for 
social/emotional concerns as well as six widely used general screening instruments. A contents 
preview is available at: 
http://sales.naeyc.org/Itemdetail.aspx?Stock_No=121&Category=. 

 
“The Elements of Early Childhood Assessment” (2000) by Samuel J. Meisels and Sally Atkins-
Burnett illustrates the importance of 10 principles for early childhood assessment. The chapter 
discusses important areas to assess (the what), the context of assessment (the when and where), 
limitations of conventional methods (the how), assessor roles (the who), and the relationship 
between assessment and teaching or intervention (the why). Chapter 11 in Handbook of Early 
Childhood Intervention, edited by Jack P. Shonkoff and Samuel J. Meisels and published by 
Cambridge University Press.  
http://www.cambridge.org/catalogue/catalogue.asp?isbn=9780521585736 
 
New Visions for the Developmental Assessment of Infants and Young Children (1996), edited by 
Samuel J. Meisels and Emily Fenichel and published by Zero-To-Three (the National Center for 
Infants, Toddlers, and Families), presents approaches and ideas to assessing infants and children. 
It also covers parents’ perspectives on sharing responsibility and commitment, the effect of 
children’s backgrounds and offers interviewing techniques. A Zero-To-Three mission statement 
and value-based model of infant and toddler assessment are included. A list of contributing 
authors and chapter titles is available at: 
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/custom/portlets/recordDetails/detailmini.jsp?_nfpb=true
&_&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=ED399700&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=eric_accno
&accno=ED399700 
 
“Early Childhood Education and School Readiness: Conceptual Models, Constructs, and 
Measures” (2002) is a workshop summary produced by the National Institute of Child Health 
and Human Development (NICHD). On June 17-18, 2002, the NICHD and other agencies 
convened a multidisciplinary group of experts to discuss the measurement and assessment of 
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learning and development in early childhood, and priorities for measures development. The 
workshop reviewed current knowledge about school readiness and early education and defined 
suggestions and priorities for instrument development. The summary also covers suggestions 
made by workshop participants about the development of the Head Start National Reporting 
System. 
http://www.nichd.nih.gov/publications/pubs/upload/school_readiness.pdf. 
 
“The MisMeasure of Young Children” (2004) by John T. Neisworth and Stephen J. Bagnato is 
an article that casts doubt on the validity of conventional tests as an accurate measure of young 
children’s development and advocates for the “authentic assessment” approach. It discusses how 
to implement authentic assessments and provides examples of the process and methods for 
authentic assessment. The article also includes reviews of the purposes for assessment in early 
childhood intervention and issues related to conventional testing. Of particular importance to the 
policy community, the authors highlight eight standards for professional “best practices” in early 
childhood assessment. (Infants and Young Children, vol. 17, no. 3, pp 198-213. Abstract at: 
http://www.iycjournal.com/pt/re/iyc/abstract.00001163-200407000-
00002.htm;jsessionid=GxnShLr44v0HKLFtZy4Prxg7v1JMXG1J5jX9z4gVWY1SLs10gL3x!16
83421839!181195628!8091!-1.) 

 
“Observing Young Children in Action: The Key to Early Childhood Assessment” (1993) by 
Lawrence Schweinhart questions developmental appropriateness and validity of testing as an 
assessment method for young children. The article espouses conducting observational 
assessment using anecdotal notes, and provides information on how to use anecdotal notes to 
complement assessment by developmental scales of established reliability and validity. (Young 
Children, vol. 48, no. 5, pp 29-33.)  

 
Principles and Recommendations for Early Childhood Assessments (2001), edited by Lorrie 
Shepard, Sharon Lynn Kagan, and Emily Wurtz, provides general principles and guidelines to 
help inform both policies and practices for the assessment of young children. A chart for 
“outlining appropriate uses and technical accuracy of assessments change across the early 
childhood age continuum” is also included. (A publication of the National Education Goals 
Panel. http://govinfo.library.unt.edu/negp/reports/prinrec.pdf.) 
 
“By the Bucket: Achieving Results for Young Children” (1995) by Sharon Lynn Kagan, 
published by the National Governor’s Association Center for Best Practices, describes four 
categories of data that can be used to measure results for children, families, services, and systems 
with an end goal of ensuring that children are ready to learn by the time they enter school. The 
four data categories are: (1) what children know and can do, (2) child and family conditions, (3) 
service provision and access, and (4) systems capacity. The full text of the issue brief is available 
online at http://www.nga.org/Files/pdf/IB1995BUCKET.pdf. 
 
“Using Science to Inform Preschool Assessment: A Summary Report of the Temple University 
Forum on Preschool Assessment: Recommendations for Head Start” (2003) by Anita Kochanoff, 
Kathy Hirsh-Pasek, Nora Newcombe, and Marsha Weinraub, published by the Center for 
Improving Resources in Children’s Lives at Temple University, makes recommendations for 
what and how to measure preschool development and describes the need for new methods of 
assessment that integrate different areas of development within an assessment task that is in a 
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familiar context for children. The document provides examples of several integrated assessments 
that use a birthday party theme. 
www.temple.edu/psychology/weinraub/docs/CIRCL_PreSchAssesmt%20Final%20report%20pa
per%2010-03.pdf  
  

 
 
 
 
Measurement Options for the Assessment of Head Start Quality Enhancements: Final Report, 
Volume II (2005), by Shefali Pai-Samant, Joanna DeWolfe, Sarah Caverly, Kimberly Boller, and 
others, funded by an ACF contract to Mathematica Policy Research, Inc., is a compendium of 
measures that could be used to evaluate the effectiveness of Head Start quality enhancements. It 
focuses primarily on child outcome measures, but also explores some measures of program and 
home environments.  
http://www.mathematica-mpr.com/publications/PDFs/measurementoptions.pdf. 
 
“Another Step Back? Assessing Readiness in Head Start” (2004) by C. Cybele Raver and 
Edward F. Zigler is a Public Policy Viewpoint discussing the importance of assessing social-
emotional development of young children and provides cautions and recommendations. 
http://www.journal.naeyc.org/btj/200401/Raver.pdf. 
 
“A Look at Social, Emotional, and Behavioral Screening Tools for Head Start and Early Head 
Start” (2003) by Philip H. Printz, Amy Borg, and Mary Ann Demaree, published by the 
Educational Development Center, Inc., provides guidance for choosing a specific screening tool. 
The centerpiece consists of abstracts of six standardized social, emotional, and behavioral 
screening tools that meet requirements of the Head Start Performance Standards. Author contact 
information and a link to a free download of the paper is available at 
https://secure.edc.org/publications/prodView.asp?1712. 
 
 

 
 

In addition to the selected resources described below, states are developing, revising, 
and/or implementing early learning guidelines (ELGs), which identify outcomes in 
language, literacy, mathematics, and other academic and developmental domains for young 
children. A complete list of states’ guidelines in this area, with relevant web links, is 
available at http://www.nccic.org/pubs/goodstart/elgwebsites.html. 

 
Assessing the State of State Assessments: Perspectives on Assessing Young Children (2003), 
edited by Donna Nalley and published by the North Carolina Regional Educational Laboratory at 
SERVE, contains a collection of papers on issues related to wide-scale early childhood 
assessment systems. It also includes reflections on a symposium on readiness assessment 
systems. Full text and table of contents available online at: 
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/custom/portlets/recordDetails/detailmini.jsp?_nfpb=true
&_&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=ED476816&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=eric_accno
&accno=ED476816. 

State Assessments 

Head Start 
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http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/custom/portlets/recordDetails/detailmini.jsp?_nfpb=true&_&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=ED476816&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=eric_accno&accno=ED476816�
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Desired Results Developmental Profile - Revised, is a child assessment tool developed for the 
state of California that is required in state-funded child care programs. It was designed to 
monitor children’s development from infancy through age 12 with separate forms available for 
infants, toddlers, preschoolers, and school-aged children. The full assessment tools, supporting 
materials, parent surveys, online training, and other resources are available at  
http://www.wested.org/desiredresults/training/forms.htm 
http://www.cpin.us/preschoolonline/abouttrain2.htm   
 
Early Learning Assessment System, a prekindergarten assessment tool developed by New 
Jersey’s Department of Education, Division of Early Childhood Education, is designed to help 
educators understand how children are developing and to assist with modifications to curriculum 
planning. An overview of the assessment is available at the link below, and a link at the bottom 
of that page leads to a teacher’s manual and assessment forms. 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/ece/curriculum/assessment.htm 
 
 

 
 
 

 
“Early Childhood Curriculum, Assessment, and Program Evaluation: Building an Effective, 
Accountable System in Programs for Children Birth through Age 8” (2003). This Joint Position 
Statement of the NAEYC and the National Association of Early Childhood Specialists in State 
Departments of Education (NAECS/SDE) begins with a position statement on what constitutes 
an effective early childhood education, includes an overview of trends and issues, and offers 
recommendations. It also includes useful FAQs on early childhood curriculum, assessment, and 
program evaluation, as well as developmental charts. An online version with expanded resources 
is available at  http://www.naeyc.org/about/positions/pdf/CAPEexpand.pdf  
 
“Screening and Assessment of Young-English Language Learners: Supplement to NAEYC 
Position Statement on Early Childhood Curriculum, Assessment, and Program Evaluation” 
explains and clarifies issues specifically related to the screening and assessment of young 
English-language learners. Intended for a range of audiences in the early childhood profession, it 
offers recommendations and indicators of effective practices in early childhood assessment. 
http://www.naeyc.org/about/positions/pdf/ELL_Supplement.pdf. An abbreviated adaptation of 
this position paper is also available.  

 
“Guidelines for Appropriate Curriculum Content and Assessment Programs Serving Children 
Ages 3 Through 8” (1990), a joint position statement of the NAEYC and the National 
Association of Early Childhood Specialists in State Departments of Education, provides 
guidelines for developmentally appropriate curricula and assessment (children ages 3 through 8) 
for teachers and administrators. http://naecs.crc.uiuc.edu/position/currcont.html. 
 

Position Statements from Early Childhood Professional Organizations 

http://www.wested.org/desiredresults/training/forms.htm�
http://www.cpin.us/preschoolonline/abouttrain2.htm�
http://www.state.nj.us/education/ece/curriculum/assessment.htm�
http://www.naeyc.org/about/positions/pdf/pscape.pdf�
http://www.naeyc.org/about/positions/pdf/ELL_Supplement.pdf�
http://www.naeyc.org/about/positions/pdf/WWSEnglishLanguageLearnersWeb.pdf�
http://naecs.crc.uiuc.edu/position/currcont.html�


 18  

 
SERVE Center at the University of North Carolina, Greensboro provides some useful 
information on good classroom assessment and how to devise a plan for it. The SERVE model of 
formative assessment provides straightforward information on how to conduct formative 
assessments. Also includes a section focusing on common concerns among teachers in question-
and-answer format that is linked to resources for teachers. 

 
The Authentic Assessment Toolbox by Jonathan Mueller provides a toolbox for conducting 
Authentic Assessment; a how-to hypertext on creating authentic tasks; and rubrics and standards 
for measuring and improving student learning. Provides examples for models and practice. Also 
includes a glossary of terms. 
  
Get It! Got It! Go! at the College of Education & Human Development, University of Minnesota 
posts the preschool version of the Individual Growth and Development Indicators (IGDI). It 
includes brief tests of fluency in vocabulary, rhyming, and initial sounds. The website provides 
access to information and materials, ways to enter and manage assessment data, and information 
and resources on how to interpret and use the data.  
 
Early Childhood Research Institute on Measuring Growth and Development at the University of 
Minnesota has more information on emerging research about the use of IGDIs for children from 
birth to age 8. Contains links to project research for different age groups. One research paper 
focuses on “Best Practices in Measuring Growth and Development for Young Children.” 
 
The Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS) are brief tests of fluency 
intended for frequent administration in order to evaluate a child’s growth in early elementary 
school. Some preschool programs have used the kindergarten letter-naming task. The preschool 
equivalent of this measure is the Get It! Got It! Go!. The DIBELS project’s home site at the 
University of Oregon contains measures and resources such as reports and contact information 
for trainers. 

 
National Institute for Early Education Research contains a database of assessments used in early 
childhood and research results on the assessment of young children and preschool programs. 

 
CLAS (Culturally and Linguistically Appropriate Services), a project of the Early Childhood 
Research Institute to address the needs of early childhood providers who serve children from 
diverse cultural and linguistic roots, has guidelines providers can use to assess the 
appropriateness of their materials. Technical reports and a series of literature reviews are also 
available. 

 
Early Childhood Education Assessment (ECEA) Consortium, a project of the Council of Chief 
State School Officers, lists some considerations for building an early childhood assessment 
program, discusses standards for early learning , and has a table listing early learning standards 
by state. A glossary of terms is also available. 

 

Additional Web Resources 

http://www.serve.org/�
http://www.serve.org/Assessment/Classroom/index.php�
http://www.serve.org/Assessment/Classroom/SERVE_Mod_for_CA.php�
http://www.serve.org/Assessment/Classroom/SERVE_Mod_for_CA.php�
http://www.serve.org/Assessment/Classroom/Skills.php�
http://jonathan.mueller.faculty.noctrl.edu/toolbox/�
http://jonathan.mueller.faculty.noctrl.edu/toolbox/howdoyoudoit.htm�
http://jonathan.mueller.faculty.noctrl.edu/toolbox/rubrics.htm�
http://jonathan.mueller.faculty.noctrl.edu/toolbox/standards.htm�
http://jonathan.mueller.faculty.noctrl.edu/toolbox/glossary.htm�
http://ggg.umn.edu/�
http://ggg.umn.edu/get/procedures_and_materials/index.html�
http://ggg.umn.edu/got/index.html�
http://ggg.umn.edu/go/index.html�
http://education.umn.edu/ceed/projects/ecri/default.html�
http://education.umn.edu/ceed/projects/ecri/dissem.html�
http://www.education.umn.edu/ceed/projects/ecri/BestPracP2.pdf�
http://dibels.uoregon.edu/index.php�
http://dibels.uoregon.edu/measures.php�
http://dibels.uoregon.edu/resources.php�
http://nieer.org/�
http://nieer.org/assessment/�
http://nieer.org/research/topic.php?TopicID=1�
http://clas.uiuc.edu/�
http://clas.uiuc.edu/review/index.html�
http://clas.uiuc.edu/techreports.html�
http://clas.uiuc.edu/techreports.html#collection�
http://www.ccsso.org/projects/SCASS/Projects/Early_Childhood_Education_Assessment_Consortium/�
http://www.ccsso.org/projects/scass/projects/early_childhood_education_assessment_consortium/publications_and_products/3002.cfm�
http://www.ccsso.org/projects/scass/projects/early_childhood_education_assessment_consortium/publications_and_products/3688.cfm�
http://www.ccsso.org/content/PDFs/ECstandards.pdf�
http://www.ccsso.org/projects/SCASS/projects/early_childhood_education_assessment_consortium/publications_and_products/2840.cfm�
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Zero to Three has a page of links for parents and professionals seeking more information about 
developmental screening and assessment.  

 
The Iris Center provides free, online, interactive training enhancements that translate research 
about the education of students with disabilities into practice. An interactive module on 
classroom assessment is available.  

 
The Indiana Mathematics Initiative at Indiana University has a comprehensive set of assessment 
resources for pre-K through grade 6. The site lists learning goals for pre-K students for three 
measurement points throughout the year. 
 
 

 
 

 
These glossaries contain terms likely to be encountered in general assessment contexts.  
  

 http://www.cse.ucla.edu/products/glossary.html, The National Center for Research on 
Evaluation, Standards, and Student Testing at UCLA, 35 terms. 
 
http://www.sabes.org/assessment/glossary.htm, System for Adult Basic Education Support 
in Massachusetts, 94 terms (contains some terms and definitions specific to adult education 
in Massachusetts). 
 

These glossaries contain terms likely to be encountered in the context of early childhood 
assessment, and generally have definitions that are more specific to early childhood than those 
above. 
 

http://www.ccsso.org/Projects/scass/projects/early_childhood_education_assessment_consor
tium/publications_and_products/2840.cfm, Council of Chief State School Officers, 32 
terms. 
 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/opre/ehs/perf_measures/reports/resources_measuring/res_
meas_toc.html (see Section 3, Box 4 at bottom) from “Resources for Measuring Services 
and Outcomes in Head Start Programs Serving Infants and Toddlers.” Administration for 
Children and Families, Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation, Early Head Start, April 
2003, 24 terms. 
 

A listing of additional glossaries can be found here: 
 http://ahe.cqu.edu.au/glossaries.htm

Glossaries of Assessment Terms 
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This section summarizes the assessment tools most frequently used by Head Start 
programs as reported in their 2006 Program Information Report. Other ongoing 
assessment tools used by Head Start grantees include locally designed assessments and 
assessments mandated by the grantee’s state. 
 
“Creative Curriculum Developmental Continuum”: The curriculum-embedded assessment by 
Diane Trister Dodge, published by Teaching Strategies, Inc., is available for infants and toddlers 
as well as for preschoolers. The infant and toddler version includes advice about creating a 
responsive environment and individualized care, with specific suggestions for educators of 
children age 2 and younger. It includes discussion of early language and literacy, math, and 
science and meeting the needs of dual language learners and children with disabilities; it also 
provides support materials for meeting with families. Booklets and a comprehensive assessment 
toolkit are also available. The preschool version, “Creative Curriculum Developmental 
Continuum for Ages 3-5,” is available in both English and Spanish and includes a teacher’s 
guide. An overview of the assessment continuum for this age group is available online at  
http://www.teachingstrategies.com/book/0130_CCAssessToolkit3to5.cfm. Booklets and a toolkit 
for this age are also available. Programs may also opt to use CC-PORT reporting software to 
analyze their data, or CCNET, an online reporting and analysis tool.  
 
“High/Scope Child Observation Record (COR)”: This curriculum-embedded assessment tool 
was developed to be used with the High/Scope Curriculum, but can also be used alone by 
programs that implement other curricula. The COR assesses cognitive, social-emotional, and 
physical skills and abilities in the context of developmentally appropriate educational programs. 
The information gathered through COR observations can help teachers and administrators 
determine how best to strengthen the program to meet each child’s developmental needs, as well 
as those of the group as a whole. The assessment, including forms, guides, and full toolkits, is 
available in an infant/toddler (6 weeks to 2.5 years old) version and a preschool (2.5 to 5 years 
old) version. An online data analysis tool for both versions is available at 
http://www.highscope.net/, and data analysis software for the preschool version is also available. 

 
“Learning Accomplishment Profile”: Head Start programs have reported using various versions 
of this tool (a new version recently became available). The Learning Accomplishment Profile – 
Third Edition (LAP-3) assesses the cognitive, language, self-help, gross motor, fine motor, pre-
writing, and social/emotional development of children from 3 to 6 years old. It has been recently 
updated to reflect current knowledge of children’s skills and abilities. It uses an ongoing 
observation checklist that describes children’s skills, knowledge, and behavior in order of 
increasing difficulty. It can be used to record a child’s development and emerging skills as well 
as to plan curriculum and specific activities to support the child’s skills and development. A 
diagnostic edition (the LAP-D) with norms for English and Spanish assessments is available as 
well, along with a version aimed at infants and toddlers (E-LAP). 
 
“Galileo’s Assessment,” part of a larger package of curriculum, assessment, and reporting tools, 
can be used to gather child developmental data that may help teachers tailor their curriculum to 
meet a child’s needs. A combined online and offline data reporting system is used with this 

Assessment Tools 
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assessment. Teacher observations of the child can be combined with data from other sources 
(parents, classroom work) to develop a plan for the child. The scales produced by Galileo 
software may be adapted for children with special needs and may be translated into other 
languages.  More information is available at http://www.ati-online.com/.  
 
“Work Sampling System” (WSS) is a curriculum-embedded assessment tool for preschool ages 
through fifth grade. Work Sampling System, 4th Edition (2001) by Samuel J. Meisels et al. and 
published by Rebus Planning Associates includes: overview; teacher’s manual; Omnibus 
Guidelines for preschool ages through fifth grade; preschool-3 guidelines; preschool-4 
guidelines; separate kindergarten through fifth grade developmental guidelines; and samples of 
each age level’s checklists and reports. Provides performance assessment methods for evaluating 
young children from age 3 through grade three, utilizing developmental checklists, portfolios, 
and summary reports. All parts are classroom-focused. Online management of data and report 
writing is available. The online site also provides support for the development of lesson plans 
and class profiles to make it easier to use data. A special section for Head Start classrooms 
generates reports on how well the class is meeting the indicators of the Head Start Child 
Outcomes Framework. An assessment kit is also available. More information is available at 
http://ags.pearsonassessments.com/Group.asp?nGroupInfoID=worksampl.  
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