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OPTIONAL HANDOUT 

TIPS FOR EDUCATION STAFF

STEAM AIAN
15-Minute

In-Service Suites

THE INQUIRY CYCLE 
The cycle of inquiry (or scientific method) is a thinking tool—not a specific activity. This tool leads us 
through the process of questioning, exploring, predicting, discussing, and observing something of interest. 
Rather than focusing on learning scientific facts, when we take the time to observe things in our environment 
we become curious and begin to ask questions. Curiosity and asking questions (inquiry) is what helps children 
learn about the world around them. Inquiry builds critical thinking skills and supports problem solving 
across the domains of learning and development, which is key to children’s school readiness and independent 
learning throughout life. 
The inquiry cycle is not always straightforward. We move back and forth through the steps because we might 
notice something new or realize we have a new question after exploring more. Encourage parents to practice 
asking questions with their child to help them learn about their world. Use the questions in the green bubbles 
to get started. 
� Encourage children to ask questions in

their tribal languages whenever possible.
If you do not know the tribal language,
provide visual aids that children can use
to communicate their thinking. 

� Adjust your questions to match a child’s 
current level of receptive and expressive
language and/or English. 

� Allow children to communicate in 
the languages in which they feel most
comfortable to support curiosity and
questioning. Encourage them to use their
tribal languages whenever appropriate. 

� Encourage children to ask questions in
their tribal languages whenever possible.
If you do not know the tribal language,
provide visual aids that children can use
to communicate their thinking. 

� Adjust your questions to match a child’s 
current level of receptive and expressive
language and/or English. 

� Allow children to communicate in 
the languages in which they feel most
comfortable to support curiosity and
questioning. Encourage them to use their
tribal languages whenever appropriate. 


	_GoBack




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		DTL-6B-The-Inquiry-Cycle-STEAM-AIAN.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		RGI







 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

